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“A ship owner was about to send to sea a ship on which emigrants would sail.  He knew that the ship 

was old, and not built overly well at the first; that she had seen many seas and climes, and often had 

needed repairs.  Some friends suggested to him that possibly she was no longer seaworthy.  These 

doubts preyed upon his mind, and made him unhappy; so he thought that perhaps he ought to have the 

ship thoroughly overhauled and refitted, even though this should put him at great expense.  Before the 

ship sailed, however, he succeeded in overcoming these melancholy reflections.  Because, on the other 

hand, he said to himself, she had gone safely through so many voyages and weathered so many storms 

that it was wrong to suppose she would not come safely home from this trip also.  He would put his trust 

in Providence, which could hardly fail to protect all these unhappy families that were leaving their 

fatherland to seek for better times elsewhere.  He would dismiss from his mind all ungenerous 

suspicions about the honesty of builders and contractors.  In such ways he acquired a sincere and 

comfortable conviction that his vessel was thoroughly safe and seaworthy.  So he watched her departure 

with a light heart, and benevolent wishes for the success of the exiles in their strange new home that was 

to be.  And he got his insurance money when (the ship) went down in mid-ocean and told no tales.  

What shall we say of the ship owner?  He did eventually come to sincerely believe in the soundness of 

his ship; but the sincerity of his conviction can in no way help him, because he had no right to believe in 

such based on the evidence that was before him.  Therefore, (I say) it is wrong always, everywhere, and 

for anyone, to believe anything based upon insufficient evidence.”  And thus is the crux of British 

philosopher W.K. Clifford’s essay, “The Ethics Of Belief.”  His famous premise, “It is wrong always, 

everywhere, and for anyone, to believe anything based upon insufficient evidence.” 

 

Now some people, nonbelievers especially, might want to argue that Clifford's premise is in direct 

opposition to what we Christians hold dear: our belief in an unseen God.  And this argument has been 

going on for thousands of years. As St. Paul wrote in his letter to the Romans, "The ones who are 

righteous live by faith.  For what can be known about God is plain to them because God has shown it to 

them.  Since the creation of the world his eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, 

have been understood and seen through the things he has made."  Obviously, Paul argues there is 

evidence of God at work all around us.  That’s why the author of Hebrews writes, "faith is the assurance 

of things hoped for, and the conviction of things not seen."   



Now we'll get back to philosopher Clifford in a moment, but how appropriate are those words of 

scripture as we commemorate this week, those who, in faith, stepped out into the unknown, the unseen, 

hoping and trusting in the goodness of God to see them through.  Let me read from the journal of one of 

our Pilgrim forefathers, Edward Winslow, dated 1621, Plymouth Colony.  "Our harvest being gotten in, 

our governor sent out four men on fowling, so that we might, in a special manner, (give thanks) together 

after we had gathered in the fruits of our labour.  They four, in one day, killed as much foul as, with a 

little help besides, served the company almost a week.  At which time, among other recreations, we 

exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming among us, and among them, their greatest king, 

Massasoit, with some 90 men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted.  And they went out and 

killed five deer, which they brought to the plantation, and bestowed on our governor, and upon the 

Captain and others.  And although it be not always so plentiful as it was this time with us, yet by the 

goodness of God, we are so far from want."  

 

Yes, this week we all are to celebrate and reflect and give thanks to God, because we are all recipients 

of God's goodness in so, so, many ways.  King David speaks to God's goodness much better than I ever 

could in Psalm 34.  Just listen.  Come, let us tell of the Lord’s goodness; let us exalt his name together. 

Oh, the joys of those who take refuge in him!  The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right; his 

ears are open to their cries for help. The Lord rescues them from their troubles. Those who look to him 

for help will be radiant with joy. Taste and see that the Lord is good.  Yes, God's goodness is a 

description of his very essence.  And that goodness proved supreme through one mighty act: when he 

gave us his son, Christ Jesus.  Christ – who came to atone for our sins, to teach us how to have an 

abundant life here on earth, and to assure us of eternal salvation with God forever.  And that's also a 

reason we celebrate today! 

 

Because today is Christ the King Sunday.  A special day all Christendom sets aside to honor and 

proclaim Jesus Christ as the One to whom God has given all power, authority and dominion in this 

world and in the world to come.  Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  The one, as our 

scripture said today, “who is and who was and who is to come, the first born of the dead and ruler of the 

earth, the one who freed us from our sins by his blood, who said, ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end,’ to him be glory and dominion forever.”  Here scripture gives us a glorious and 

everlasting view of Jesus Christ.  But in light of the comments we heard from philosopher Clifford, do 

we really have enough evidence to believe in all of this?   



Well, let's look closer at this Jew from Nazareth, who claimed to be God.  The Gospels tell us just 

enough about Jesus to intrigue and fascinate us.  They tell us that many people, including his family, 

thought he was crazy, and that others wanted him dead.  They tell us that with a simple touch, he made 

the lame to walk, the blind to see, the deaf to hear.  With a simple phrase, “peace, be still,” he changed 

the physical laws of nature and calmed the raging winds and waters.  With a blessing, he fed 5,000 

people with two fish and five loaves of bread.  With his love and acceptance he turned the tables on a 

culture and brought dignity and hope to a prostitute, to a widow, to a tax collector, to little children, to 

the disenfranchised.  With simple, slice-of-life stories he revealed eternal truths that silenced his critics.  

With these promises he assured the masses, “In this world, you will have trouble, but take heart – I have 

overcome the world... my peace I give to you... your sins are forgiven... I am with you always... I go and 

prepare a place for you and I will come and take you to myself.”  And then when they hung him on a 

cross to die for claiming to be God, he incredulously forgave his murderers and then, as a final non 

sequitur, he gave the thief hanging next to him the promise of paradise.  So what's my point in sharing 

all this, things that you already know?  Because I think I can speak for all of us when I say that this 

Jesus has somehow come into our lives unsought and uninvited, has taken over, and now has refused to 

let us go. 1  What evidence is there?  Let me ask – has he calmed the storms in your life – replacing  

your fear and worry with a sense of peace and hope?  Has he given you strength to go on, when you 

were ready to give up?  Has he given you patience when you would normally have been angry?  Has he 

given you wisdom when you didn’t know which way to turn?  Has he forgiven you a sin you thought 

could not be forgiven?  Isn’t this really all the evidence you need?  Isn’t it? 

 

Yes, as we heard before our prayer today, there will come a day when "Every knee shall bow and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord."  King of all.  So as I do every Christ the King Sunday, once 

again I'll confess it and declare it before you all.... 

 

Jesus Christ – is the Messiah – the Savior – Emmanuel, God with us.  He is the Word made flesh – the 

Son of God and the Son of Man.  He is Wonderful Counselor – Mighty God – Everlasting Father – and 

the Prince of Peace. He is the Alpha and Omega – the beginning and the end – the resurrection and the 

life.  He is the great I AM.  He is the bread of life – the living water – the good shepherd – the light of 

the world – the sacrifice for our sins – the true vine to which we cling – the cornerstone of our faith and 

the gate through which we are saved.  He is the way – the truth – the life – He is the judge of the living 

                                                           
1 Excerpts from "Why Jesus", W. Willimon 



and the dead.  He is the author of our life, the source of our hope and the deliverer of our souls.  He is 

the Lamb of God, He is the risen Lord, the King of heaven, and He is the Head of the Church.  

 

He is our redeemer – our rock – our righteousness – our advocate – our protector and our friend.  He is 

salvation to the sinner – eyes to the blind – ears to the deaf – compassion to the hurting – companion to 

the lonely and strength to the weak.  His love knows no bounds – his peace passes all understanding – 

his mercy goes beyond measure and in Him our joy is made complete.  He is the one who calms our 

storms – dries our tears – heals our wounds – relieves our fears – forgives our sins and renews our soul.  

He is unparalleled – unprecedented – unmatched - unsurpassed.  He is indescribable – incomparable – 

irresistible – irreplaceable.  He stands alone in history – he is the doctrine of true theology – he is the 

mind no man can grasp.  He is Christ the King.  Christ the King!  And to him be the kingdom and the 

power and the glory forever and forever and forever.  Amen.  Amen.  Now can I hear you say it, “Amen.  

Amen!” 

 

 

 

 

 


