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I was at a conference not long ago and during the worship service a man from Holden, Mass., about 70 

years old, stepped up to the lectern and told us the exact day and minute he gave his life over to Jesus 

Christ.  He said it was 7:25 am and he was standing in his kitchen, looking at the clock, drinking a cup 

of coffee, when suddenly he suffered a major heart attack.  He knew all the symptoms immediately – the 

pain, the pressure, the shortness of breath, the cold sweat.  And he said that the only thing he could think 

of, the only thing that came to his mind, as he fell to the floor believing it was the end, were the words, 

“Please, God, forgive me!”  “Please, God, forgive me!”  And, as soon as he thought that, he said he 

suddenly felt another, greater, sensation come over him that began at the very top of his head, and that 

sensation began to encircle him as it went all the way down to his feet.  He said he immediately knew it 

was God washing him clean.  God washing him clean, and forgiving him.  He said he totally forgot the 

pain in his chest, and he actually thought to himself in a fit of dark humor, “If this is what I'm going to 

feel like if I'm going to heaven, then I want to die.”  But, for whatever reason, it wasn't his time, and he 

obviously lived.  Now reflecting on this man's story, isn't it interesting that his final thoughts were not, 

“I hope my will is in order,” or, “I hope all my bills are paid," or, "I hope my wife knows about our 

finances.”  No, the first thought that came into his mind as he was about to meet his Maker was, “Please, 

God, forgive me.”  It's intriguing, don't you think, that when we're faced with the reality of death and the 

eternity that lies beyond, money really doesn't matter.  
 

Or does it?  After all, money is important!  Because we have to make that mortgage payment, or that car 

payment, or those child support payments.  We need money for food and heat and electricity and 

clothing, things for the kids or grandkids.  Yes, money is very important.  And money is also required to 

operate this church.  Just think for a moment of all the things we do here.  That's why I'm going to talk 

about money and our stewardship drive today.  Now I'm sure many of you are heaving a resigned sigh, 

and saying to yourself, “But I came today to hear about God, about Jesus, and his teachings.”  Well, 

lucky you, because that's exactly what you are going to hear.  So let's begin. 
 

First, it’s important to know that the concept of stewardship is not on the periphery of Christian faith 

and life, rather stewardship is very close to its center.  In fact, the very first principle given to us from 

Scripture is that of stewardship.  The Bible opens with the Creation account, where God created the land 

and the sea and all the animals of the earth, and then God created man and woman, and God gave man 



and woman dominion over everything.  Man and woman, you and me.  At that moment, we became 

God’s stewards of this earth and all that is in it.  But what exactly is a steward?  Well, a steward is 

someone who cares for the owner’s possessions, someone who manages the owner's assets for the 

owner’s benefit.  And when you truly think about it, every asset we have, every blessing we've received, 

every talent and ability we've been endowed with, comes from Almighty God.  And that includes our 

very lives!  So my first question to all of you is, “Do you believe that?”  Do you believe that?  In your 

heart of hearts, do you really believe all that you have comes from God?  If you do, than the concept of 

stewardship of money should be easy for you to grasp, because that means even your money is an asset 

from God that you must manage primarily for God’s benefit and purpose.  I've mentioned this before, 

but Jesus actually talked about money a lot!  Over one fifth of his teachings have to do with money and 

material possessions.  And Jesus emphasized that we are to be generous with our money, telling us, “It 

is more blessed to give than to receive.”  Yes, Jesus spoke more about money than about sex, divorce, or 

homosexuality – actually, he never said anything about that one!   

 

But let's lighten the mood for a moment.  How many of you remember the old TV series, the Beverly 

Hillbillies?  For you younger people who don't, they were a dirt poor family from the hills of Tennessee 

- there was the widower Jed Clampett, Granny his mother in law, Jethro the son, and Ellie Mae the 

daughter.  They were poor, all right, until they found oil on their property.  And then they had so much 

money, they really didn't know what to do with it or how to handle it.  Somehow they ended up in 

Beverly Hills, and yet being there, they never changed their simple, honest approach to life.  And that 

was the real premise of the show.  That money isn't suppose to be the most important thing in this life.  

That there are far more important things -generosity being just one.  Let's watch.   

http://www.sermonspice.com/search?Category=All&q=hillbilly+generosity 
 

You see, generosity is one of those desirable virtues that appeals to all of us whether we have a lot of 

money or only a little money.  There’s a certain magic, a certain beauty, in being generous, isn't there?  

It really does make us feel good.  And I believe that's because God made us that way – to be generous 

and giving, holding nothing back.  Because generosity is God’s nature.  Like I said earlier, our generous 

God has given us everything we have.  And, on top of that, God, in his greatest display of generosity, 

held back nothing from us – not even his own Son.  We are, like the man I spoke of earlier who found 

out on his kitchen floor, a forgiven people.  Because there was no greater or more generous gift that God 

gave us than his gift of salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Think hard on that.  To quote Rev. 

Foster, from last week, can I get an “Amen?” 



Let's go back to the Creation account a moment.  The Bible says we are made in God’s image.  And if 

we are to truly reflect that image most completely, then we should be as generous toward God as God is 

to us.  Make sense?  And generosity is the whole point of today's Scripture.  Jesus is sitting in the 

courtyard of the Temple watching people put money into the offering.  St. Mark tells us there was a 

crowd there, and many rich people were making large contributions.  And in the midst of it all, comes 

an old, poor widow, who quietly puts into the treasury just two small coins worth only two pennies.  

And suddenly Jesus reacts and takes notice.  What he has witnessed is so important to him that he calls 

his disciples over so he could point out the widow.  And He tells them, “The truth is that this poor 

widow gave more to the collection than all the others.”  You see, this poor widow, despite having 

nothing, still found it in her heart to be extravagantly generous toward God.  And to Jesus, her small gift 

meant more than those who gave large contributions out of their abundance.  Why?  Because of her 

motivation for giving.  She gave out of love for God, out of wanting to be generous back to God.  She 

was a complete reflection of her maker.  A complete reflection of her extravagant, generous maker.  

And Jesus extolled her.    
 

Now when it comes to being generous toward God, I want to add two caveats.  First, to those who are 

struggling financially, today's scripture has an underlying message meant just for you.  And that is, don't 

try to improve on the two pennies if you can't afford it.  Those pennies were beautiful in God's eyes 

then, and they are still beautiful in God's eyes today.1  And, second, to those who have more, remember, 

Jesus once said, “To whom much has been given, much is expected.”  “To whom much has been given, 

much is expected.”  So it’s not equal amounts that God is ever looking for, it’s equal generosity.  

Extravagant generosity!   
 

Which brings me to my final thought of today's stewardship sermon.  There's a verse in the Bible that is 

often misquoted from 1 Timothy 6:10.  The verse does not say, “Money is the root of all evil.”  It says, 

“The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.”  The love of money.  In effect, worshiping money.  

And so, our money, and what we do with it, or don’t do with it, is really a matter of the heart.  Who or 

what do we love and worship?  God or money.  So today, as we come to Communion, reflecting on 

God’s great and generous gift of his Son and of our salvation, let us consider how we can be generous 

toward God.  A God who has given us every good gift and made us his stewards of all that we have. 

Amen. 

                                                           
1 The Collected Sermons of  William Sloane Coffin, The Riverside Years, A Sermon on the Amount 


