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I imagine to many people in the secular world – the nonbelievers, the unchurched – we Christians may 

appear to be an odd lot.  Because we're taught by Jesus to go the extra mile and serve.  We're taught to 

turn the other cheek and forgive.  We're taught to be humble and meek.  We're taught to love our 

enemies and those who hurt us.  And then on Sundays, we pass the plate around, and we give our money 

away because we're taught that it's better to give than receive.  And many of those people in the secular 

world... well, they, like the Pharisees, ridicule us for our beliefs. 

 

But if truth actually be told, that last one, about giving our money away, is hard even for many of us to 

wrap our minds around.  Because in the final analysis, we mortals really do find it hard to part with our 

money.  Especially for something that's invisible and intangible, like God.  On the other hand, there are 

a lot of tangible things that we don't mind spending our money on: things that provide for our basic 

needs like food and shelter; things that give us pleasure; and even those things that give us a certain 

degree of pride and power.  You've all heard the term, “the power of the purse!”  So when it comes right 

down to it, money can easily become something we begin to love and worship because of all those very 

tangible things it can buy and bring us.  Yes money can easily become something that drives us and 

controls us.  Yet, we heard Jesus tell us today that we cannot love and worship two masters.  We cannot 

love money and God at the same time.  That’s why the Pharisees, lovers of money, ridiculed Jesus.  

Imagine ridiculing Jesus Christ.  But that's the power money has!  Just think, the Son of God comes 

down from heaven as our friend and guide, the Word made flesh dwells among us as our Savior, and 

then even one of Jesus' own disciples throws all that away for a fistful of silver, a fistful of dollars.   

 

Now my sermon today, if you didn't quite get it yet, is obviously going to be about money and our 

stewardship campaign.  And first, a reminder from last week – everything we have comes from God.  

Every asset, every blessing, every talent and ability, even our very lives!  And I'll ask again, "Do you 

believe that?"  If you do, the basic question relating to stewardship becomes simple, “How much of 

what God has given you, are you going to give back to God?”  And that's a question you should not 

answer on your own.  Because giving is really a spiritual issue.  So the first thing I'm going to ask is that 

you put the matter of your giving to prayer.  Prayerfully consider, with God, as to what financial gift, 

what commitment, what sacrifice, you will make toward the future of our church, the John Wesley 



United Methodist Church.  And, keep in mind the two caveats I shared with you last week.  First, to 

those who have financial difficulties, don't try to improve on the two pennies the widow gave if you 

can't afford it.  Those pennies were beautiful in God's eyes then, and they are still beautiful in God's 

eyes today.1 There are other ways to give to the church, through your time and service.  And the second 

caveat, from Jesus, “to those whom much has been given, much is expected.”   
 

Now, let's go on.  I'm quite certain all of you would say that you love this church – that this church plays 

a vital role in your life: as a place where you worship our Almighty God, as a place of fellowship, as a 

place of ministry, as a place that is safe, where love and hope abound.  A place that touches you 

personally, and gives you a sense of joy and peace.  Because we only have to look outside to that secular 

world to see the contrast.  A world that worships so many false gods, money being just one.  A world 

where there is so much loneliness and pain and anger and discontent.  A world that doesn't know our 

God, and therefore knows no peace.  And still, it’s a world that can sometimes get so smug and 

convinced in and of itself that it actually delights in ridiculing us, and putting down God, faith, the 

church.  Someone once told a well-respected church leader that Christianity was on its last legs.  The 

leader replied somewhat pragmatically, saying, “Christianity is always on its last legs.  Just as soon as 

enough people decide that the church is no longer worth supporting financially, it is finished.”  That’s 

why the church has to win its life every year, so to speak, during its Stewardship Drive... or it can lose 

its life.  And I'm quite certain none of us here want that.  But you see, that's the way the world thinks.  

That’s why it’s all the more important for us to reach those nonbelievers, those unchurched.  To show 

them we are not odd – we are indeed blessed.   

 

Now let me go back to that stewardship question I asked you a moment ago.  "How much of what God 

has given you, are you going to give back to God?"  Obviously, I want you to pray and reflect on that 

question, but I also have a corollary question for you to ask yourself.  And that is, "What will I do with 

what I keep?"  Think about that for a moment.  I think the best answer for us all is that whatever we do 

keep for ourselves should still be used responsibly for God's purposes.  We are still the stewards of 

whatever God has given us.  So our time, our service, our talents and our money, should be used to care 

for God’s creation, to care for God’s children, to use what we are keeping in a way that is pleasing to 

God.  And it is pleasing to God when God sees us working to bring about his kingdom of love and peace 

and justice and equality.  Because when we live this way, we can trust in his assurance: “Seek first the 

kingdom of God and all these things will be given you.”   
                                                           
1 The Collected Sermons of  William Sloane Coffin, The Riverside Years, A Sermon on the Amount 



Now I'm going to digress and talk about Veterans Day tomorrow.  Despite all the chaos  that's 

happening in Washington these days, I think another thing we all would agree upon is that it is a gift, a 

blessing, to live in this country.  And as much as I thank God for this blessing, I also want to thank some 

others.  And those would be our veterans.  Those men and women who took an oath, who made a 

commitment, who made a sacrifice, in order to serve and protect and defend the freedoms we so enjoy.  

And especially those who made the ultimate sacrifice, like Cyndy and Ken Jones' son, Captain Eric 

Jones.  Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.”  Laying 

down his life for his brothers and sisters, for freedom and democracy, for you and for me.     

 

And as we think of their sacrifice, we are led to make the supreme association.  Because as Christians, 

we know the greatest sacrifice in history of the world.  And that was made by our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, who, out of love for us, was ridiculed, crucified, and gave his life, not for the short-lived freedom 

of our earthly bodies, but for the everlasting, eternal, freedom of our souls.  Freedom that reaches 

beyond the grave.  

 

Love, sacrifice, faith and trust in God.  That's not only what stewardship is all about, but really what our 

daily lives should be all about.  Love, sacrifice, faith and trust in God.  That's why I'm going to close 

with something I've done before, but is so appropriate for today.  Which is share a story that was made 

popular in a song by Tex Ritter many years ago.  The story is about a soldier who in the midst of war, 

surrounded by fear and uncertainty and death, still had faith and trust in God and found a way to 

worship Him despite the hardships and sacrifices he had to endure.  Let me begin... 

 

During the North African campaign, American troops arrived after a long mission in the small town of 

Cascina.  The next morning being Sunday, many of the soldiers went to a small makeshift church for 

services.  As the Chaplin started the worship service, one soldier took out a deck of cards and began 

spreading them out.  His sergeant saw the cards and ordered the man to put them away.  After the 

service, the soldier was arrested and brought before his commanding officer, who asked the sergeant 

what the charge against the soldier was.  “For playing cards in church, Sir.”  “What do you have to say 

for yourself, son,” he asked the soldier.  And this is what the soldier said. 
 

“Much, Sir, and I hope you’ll be satisfied with the sincerity of my intentions.  I’ve been on the march 

now for about ten days, and during this time I had neither a Bible or a prayer book that I could use for 

my daily devotions. All I had was this old deck of cards.  And… 



 

When I look at the Ace, I am reminded that there is but one God.  The creator of heaven and earth.  And 

I am awed when I think about his glory and majesty. 
 

When I see the two, I think of the Bible divided into two parts.  The Old Testament that tells the story of 

God’s people.  And the New Testament that tells the story of Jesus Christ and teaches me how to live. 
 

The three reminds me of the Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The one who created us, the one 

who saved us, and the one who sustains us and helps us through everyday life. 
 

When I see the four I think of the four Gospels.  Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  These evangelists 

bring to life the words and teachings of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

The five reminds me of the five talents the master gave his servant.  The servant went out and made five 

more talents, and he was rewarded.  “Well done, good faithful servant.  Enter into the joy of your 

master.”  And I ask myself, am I using the gifts and talents God has given me to further his kingdom 

here on earth? 
 

The six reminds me of the six days it took for God to create this beautiful world.  And I am reminded 

that I’m a steward of this wonderful creation, and must take care of it. 
 

When I see the seven I am reminded that on the seventh day of creation, God rested.  And then declared 

this day to be the Sabbath, a day set aside to worship God. 

 

The eight reminds me of the eight kinds of people God appoints in the church.  Apostles, prophets, 

teachers, miracle workers, healers, helpers, administrators, and those who pray.  And I ask myself, how 

can God use me to do his work? 
 

The nine reminds me of the lepers Jesus cleansed.  He cleansed ten and nine did not thank Him.  And I 

am reminded to always, always, be thankful. 
 

The ten reminds me of the Ten Commandments, which help us live the God-like life we are meant to 

live. 
 

The Jack reminds me of Satan, always there, ready to tempt me.  I am reminded to pray, “lead me not 

into temptation, but deliver me from evil.” 



The Queen reminds me of the Virgin Mary.  Because of her faith and trust and obedience, Christ came 

into the world for my salvation. 
 

The king reminds me of the king of heaven, Jesus Christ.  To Him has been given all authority in heaven 

and on earth.  And I know that someday I will meet Him face to face and give an accounting of my life. 
 

A deck has 52 cards the number of weeks in a year.  It has four suits, the number of weeks in a month.  

13 tricks, the number of weeks in a quarter.  And 12 face cards, the number of months in a year.  This is 

a perfect outline that reminds me of the perfect plan, that the one God, God Almighty, created. 
 

So you see,” the soldier said, “my deck of cards serve me as the word of God I can easily carry with me 

wherever I am.” 

 

On this Veteran's Day, let us give thanks to those who served and sacrificed for our country.  And on 

this Stewardship Sunday, let us commit to serve and sacrifice for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 


