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“The Wesleyan” 
 

WORSHIP 

The Worship Ministry Team is delighted that we have been able to continue the Back Yard Church 

services all the way through October.  We’re hoping the weather holds out for at least a few more 

weeks.  In the meantime, we have begun preparations for the Advent Season.  Our goal is to create 

spiritually meaningful opportunities and COVID safe ways for our church to “prepare the way for the 

LORD”.  Many of the plans are still in progress but we can share our plans for Hanging of the 

Greens. 

On Sunday morning November 22, following the 9:30 

service, the Worship Team we will put up a Christmas tree 

in the sanctuary.  We are inviting everyone to come in and 

place an ornament on the tree. If you would like to make 

an ornament, we will have packets available for you to 

pick up, bring home and create an ornament, or you can 

make your own.  If you are not interested in making an 

ornament, that’s fine too. Perhaps you have a special 

ornament you would like to bring from home to add to the 

tree.  The tree will be visible during the livestream 

services during Advent and Christmas Eve.  PLEASE put 

your name on the ornament so you can collect it once the season is over.     

Hanging of the Greens will also involve decorating the outside of our church. We will have the usual 

lighted tree and the nativity scene in the front window.  In 

addition, we are going to create a large outdoor advent 

wreath.  We are looking for a few creative people to help 

augment these decorations. We are looking for three or four 

creative individuals to design their own simple, tasteful, 

spiritually inspired lighted display to be placed on the grounds 

of the church during the advent season. The goal here is to let 

the community know that hope, peace, joy and love are on the 

way! If you have an idea, please contact Diane Huban – 

dhuban@comcast.net.   

Open Sanctuary: Just a reminder that Open Sanctuary Hours are every Monday from Noon- 6:00pm 

and Thursday from 9:00am-1:00pm.  There is quiet music playing in the background and inspirational 

material for reflection. Simply put – it’s a time for you to communicate with God within the walls of His 

house.  If these times are not convenient for you, please contact Diane Huban at 

dhuban@comcast.net and perhaps we can arrange a different time for you.   
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Youth Group:  

   

Our Youth Groups have been going great for the past month! Both groups have been 
meeting outside from 4:00-5:00. Middle school (5th-8th grade) meets on Thursday 
afternoons, where we learn more about how to find things in the Bible and how to 
effectively communicate with one another. High school (9th-12th grade) meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Each meeting we get the chance to grow closer to each other and to God! In 
the next few weeks as it gets colder, we will transition to meeting inside. Each inside 
meeting will consist of a snack time, lesson in the Sanctuary, and socially distant games. 
Parents will be notified when we make the transition to inside.  

WoW Bible Club: 

 
WoW Bible Club has had great 
meetings for the past month! 
Our families have enjoyed 
getting to come to the church 
to learn more about God as a 
family. We meet on Tuesday 
afternoons from 4:00-5:00. For 
the next few weeks, we are 
doing a review of what we 
learned at VBS before moving 
into lessons on Advent.  
Anyone is welcome to join at 
any point! 

 



 

 

Recap: Trunk or Treat 

  

On the afternoon of Sunday October 25th, we had an amazing turnout for Trunk or Treat! 
We had 20 decorated cars with a total of 40 volunteers! The Youth even decorated 
Hannah’s trunk! Throughout the hour, we had a total of 75 cars come through, passing out 
almost 3000 pieces of candy! Thank you to all the volunteers who made this event such a 
huge success! 

 

Remind: 

This is a quick and easy way for me to get information 
out quickly to students and parents. It is a text that will 
go straight to your phone. You are able to reply to me, 
but you are not able to reply to other people. This will 
be a great resource to have in the fall as we begin new 
routines and schedules.  

To register for Sunday School Remind: text @jwumcss to 81010 

To register for Youth Group Remind: text @jwumcyg to 81010 

  



SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 
Advent begins on November 29, 2020! We are reviewing studies for the Advent 
Season and will let you know what will be offered. So stay tuned for more details. 
Ann Komer 
 
 
Monday Night Bible Study!  We're all finding it refreshing and invigorating in our 
spiritual lives to follow the Lectionary Bible passages and see what each week adds 

to the previous week's discussion. You're free to join us any week: to get the week's Zoom and 
Lectionary links, email Jenn Linton at jennifer.v.linton@gmail.com. Call 508-548-2792 with questions. 
 
The group that just finished studying Howard Thurman's Jesus and the Disinherited thought the 
JWUMC community might find the following quote thought-provoking: 
 
"The solution which Jesus found for himself and for Israel, as they faced the hostility of the Greco-
Roman world, becomes the word and the work of redemption for all the cast-down people in every 
generation and in every age... 'In him was life; and the life was the light of men.'" (Howard Thurman, 
Jesus and the Disinherited, p. 18)  
 
Question to ponder: How important is it to consider Jesus' social status as a minority, a poor Jew in 
the Greco-Roman world? How did that affect his life and teachings? 
 
If you would like to read “Jesus and the Disinherited” by Howard Thurman there are copies in the 
office available for sale $15.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Daylight savings time begins this Sunday, November 1st, so 
don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Halloween! You can 
enjoy an extra hour of sleep, and wake up with a little more light 
in the sky, and enjoy the livestream service at 9:30 am! 
 
The Office will be closed on Veteran’s Day November 11th and 
on Thanksgiving Day and the day after Nov. 26th & 27th. 
 

Pledge/Giving Opportunity for 2021 
Thank you to everyone who has sent in their pledge card for 2021!  We are grateful for your 
generosity and faithfulness to help continue the missions and ministries of John Wesley, especially 
during these strange and uncertain times.  Our Finance Ministry Team is working on a budget for the 
coming year, and we thank you for your willingness to make a commitment to God’s work at our 
church.   
 
Please remember, if you give on-line we still need a pledge card to make sure you are properly in our 
system so that you receive a statement for your taxes.  And, if you did not receive a pledge card, and 
would like to give, please contact the office, and we will get you some information and a card. 
 
Virtual Church Conference Our Annual All Church Conference will be held via Zoom on Monday, 

November 30th at 6:30 pm.  Everyone is welcome to “attend.”  Rev. Beverly Stenmark (former D.S. in 

Maine) will lead our meeting.  A Zoom link will be sent closer to that time.  All annual ministry team 

leader reports should be in to Ruth by November 6th. 

mailto:jennifer.v.linton@gmail.com


 
New John Wesley Facebook group!  This group 
is for the community of John Wesley United 
Methodist Church. The purpose of this group is to 
share with our community our requests, praises, 
and more.  One of our core values is connection. 
We not only want to connect to God, but we want 
to connect with each other. We know that God 
created us to live life together in community.  
Facebook is a great place to meet people and 

learn more about God, especially when we are unable to meet in person.  The name of the group is 
John Wesley United Methodist Church Community – Falmouth.  Any questions – see Hannah 
 
Thank you to Pat and Bob Dinsmore!  For many years they have been “counters” who have 
counted and recorded the money received from our worship services, pledges, gifts, rents and other 
sources of donations.  And now it is time for them to step back and take a well-deserved break.  
Which means we are looking for new volunteers to count the money.   Two counters work together 
and are responsible for one Sunday out of the month, in which they count the money, record it to the 
proper category and deposit the money in the bank on a day that is convenient for both.  Please 
consider if this might be a ministry you feel would be right for you.  If you are interested or have 
questions, please contact our Financial Secretary, Carrie Leonard at  love2growcc@aol.com or 774-
836-2512. 
 
Confidential Prayer Chain: Karen Camp has graciously offered to share confidential prayer requests 
with the prayer chain. Please send all confidential prayer requests to Karen Camp at 
kcampkcc@hotmail.com or call at 508-737-1636. If you would like to add someone to the Church 
prayer list, please continue to contact Ruth at 508-548-3050 or jwumcfalmouth@comcast.net. 
 
Prayer Group: During this pandemic, we have been praying for our church and one another 
individually.  We meet every Wednesday at 11:00 am. Please wear a mask to your seat and then as 
long as we are social distancing, masks will be optional.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Pastor Rebecca. 
 
Livestream: Watch Sunday Services live at 9:30 am on Sunday or at any time on Facebook, 
YouTube or our Website. Gather the family, and watch together. Our worship services can also be 
seen on FCTV (13) at the following times: Mondays at 3 pm, Wednesdays at 6 pm, Sundays at 10 am 
(previous week’s service).   
 
SeniorHousingNet.com has published information that provides detailed information for families and 
senior citizens who are looking for senior living and care options that can help maintain their 
independence and quality of life in Massachusetts. This free resource provides comprehensive 
information on topics like financial support and care options that are available in Massachusetts, and 
our website offers resources for every city and state across the country.  You can read more about 
our work in Massachusetts at this link: 
https://www.seniorhousingnet.com/seniors/senior-living-us/massachusetts 
 
 
  

John Wesley United Methodist Church Community – Falmouth. 

mailto:love2growcc@aol.com
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THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

 Blessings to all from The Leadership Team (TLT) – We 

need your assistance! 

We continue to meet regularly, in person since August. It is 

good to meet in person and share thoughts and ideas for the 

future. We are spending time on ‘what does church look like 

in this new reality?’ We have recently conducted a survey of 

a small sample of our parishioners representing several 

demographics. Conclusions – between online and in-person 

worship (beach and backyard church) respondents are 

pleased with the experience. The daily emails from the 

Pastor are a blessing and a comfort to many.  Indoor worship is still in the cloudy future. Additional 

group studies via Zoom or in person are a potential as we head into Advent.   

So, what do you think? Do you have ideas on how we can execute and even expand our 

ministries during these different times? Please let us know. 

 As a reminder and an invitation, please consider your interests and joys – we’re sure they align with 

one of our Ministry teams, so please reach out to the Ministry Team Leader and / or Pastor Rebecca 

or Larry Ward to discuss a very rewarding engagement in one of our ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be safe and stay well – we can’t wait to “see” you again! 

Blessings,  

The Leadership Team  

Ministry Teams Leader 

Children / Youth Hannah Duclos  

Facilities & Grounds (Includes 

Trustees)  

John Mincieli 

Finance  Fred Sievert 

Invitation & Fellowship  TBD 

Outreach / Missions  Julie Immelt Whelden 

Spiritual Growth  Ann Komer 

Staff Parish Relations  Rob Blomberg 

Worship  Diane Huban 

At-Large Leaders Ted Burt, Mel Trot, Matt 

O’Connor 

Recording Secretary Ruth Moulton 



FUNDRAISING 

 

Christmas Fair in the Fall:  It’s unbelievable to think we pulled 

off our Christmas Fair, three Yard Sales and a Plant Sale which 

was led by Tom Hoke, during a pandemic!  Well, we did and 

that’s because we as a church have a “Can Do” attitude. 

As chairperson of Fundraising I am so grateful for all of you who 
stepped up to the plate and contributed immensely to our 
success.  These sales had their unusual challenges for sure but 
with Tom Hoke on the team I knew all the Massachusetts Covid 
guidelines would be followed to the “T, and they were!  This was 
a role I could not have done without Tom's guidance and efforts.  
 
 

      
 
I’m so very thankful for all the volunteers who put in countless hours, from the home crafters, the 
bakers and canners, the woodworkers, the sorting and organizing crews, the set-up and breakdown 
crews, the credit card processors, the money counters, the greeters, and the volunteers working the 
sales, you get the point.  It takes a village and we are all the villagers.   You are all so important, all of 
you are what turns the wheels.  
 
For this year’s Fair we are currently at $14,500 and this number will rise as the Fair will close at the 
end of December. 
 

  
 
 
 
 



I’m sure you still need to do some Christmas shopping, how about….. 
 
Homemade Chocolates by Sue Sievert, put in your special order by calling Sue directly at 
203-536-4605 
 

For your holiday fresh greens, 
wreaths or arrangements contact 
Dick McKenzie at 508-367-3681 
 
How about those unique wooden 
creations by Mark Karsner?   Call 
him directly at 508-272-5961 
 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF MY HEART!  We’ve shown the community 
once again how special we are as a church and as a church family. 
 

You are all a blessing to JWUMC.  
Aline Ward, Fundraising Chair 

 
 

OUTREACH/MISSIONS 

 
Dress A Live Doll: It is that time of year again to support children in need 
over the holidays. The Salvation Army “Dress A Live Doll” & Teen Angel 
program provides many children on Cape Cod with much-needed new 
clothing from “top to bottom” and a special toy or book. This is a special way 
to provide for those a little less fortunate. More specific information will be 

forthcoming, so watch your emails. If you are interested in touching the life of a child this Christmas, 
please email jimmelt11@aol.com or call 508-221-4958 Julie Immelt Whelden.  
 
Donations given by the Outreach/Missions Ministry Team:  $234.29 to UMCOR and $200 to 
Belonging to Each Other 
 
Alternative Gift Market: This year we will have a virtual market.  The committee found the best way 
to raise much needed funds for a variety of fantastic non-profits on local, national, and global levels. 
Not to do it would be unthinkable, especially in these times of need.  So, we thought outside the box 
and imagined a virtual market. Our website will link you to an online shopping site where it will be 
totally safe for you to shop!  The site will be available for shopping from November 7th to the 15th. 
https://uuffm.org/justice/upper-cape-alternative-gift-market/ (And if you are not comfortable with online 
shopping, you will be able to print a shopping list and send your choices with your check to 
UUFF/AGM 840 Sandwich Rd., E. Falmouth, MA 02536.) 
 
We have been very cognizant to select organizations addressing areas of greatest concern during 
this pandemic.  You will find organizations tackling issues such as hunger, health, racial justice, 
climate, children at risk, immigration, and more!   During this difficult time, we hope you will give gifts 
to your loved ones which are also a gift to the world!  Kate Finemore and Bobye Anderson are the JW 
representatives to the Cape Cod Alternative Gift Market and will be happy to answer any questions 
you may have. Their email addresses are:  
bfinemore36@comcast.net and bobye.anderson@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:jimmelt11@aol.com
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SPREADING THE WARMTH 

 
The Christmas Fair was over.  The tents and tables came down and were stored.  The 
money was counted.  The helpers were thanked.  But the lasting benefits will extend far 
beyond. 
 
On the day of the fair, a congregation member received an email about the need for winter 
clothing, bedding, and toys for the immigrant population of New Bedford which is helped 
by the Interfaith Refugee Alliance in Falmouth.  Our incredible Fair Organizer Aline Ward 
was asked about the possibility of giving the stored items not needed at the Fair for this 
use.  With the typical generous spirit of both Aline and our church, it was decided to do 
that.   
 
Our church partners with the Heritage Christian Church in Falmouth which has a free 
clothing ministry for those in need from Falmouth and the surrounding area.  Recently our 
Larry Ward delivered a jammed-full truckload of clothing for this ministry and they have 
advised us that we have already supplied most of their winter needs for the time being.   
 
So at the end of the fair, the email recipient looked to purchase any unsold warm clothing 
to add.  When the clothing helpers heard of the project, they started pulling jackets and 
sweaters for both adults and children off the racks. As the clothing pile grew higher and 
higher, the helpers refused any payment for them, saying “That’s who we are.  That’s what 
we do.”  The clothing was folded into a huge box for the people in need. 
 
It was truly a powerful moment of grace, generosity, and compassion.  Even in a year of 
upheaval and pandemic, the generosity of spirit from those helpers prevailed.  The love 
and warmth that was shown will be continued, as the clothing will bring warmth to those 
in need throughout the winter months and beyond.  Blessings and thank you from the 
heart to all those involved. 
 

 



NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY BESSINGS 

 
God’s blessings to our family members celebrating birthdays this summer. November Birthdays:  
2 – Nancy Leger, 3 – Sharon Mulcahy, 5 – Barb Colturi, 8 – Milton King, 15 – George McFarland,  
16 – Dottie Hack, 17 – Ted Burt, 23 – Marge Dean 
 
Let us celebrate life among our church family. It's a great thing to have a birthday, a gift from God.  
Please give your birthday information by recording it on the calendar on the Fellowship bulletin board.   

 

          Swans on Little Pond at Sunrise 

   

John Wesley United Methodist Church, 270 Gifford Street, Falmouth, MA 02540 

(508) 548-3050 www.johnwesleyumc.org 

Rev. Rebecca Mincieli, Pastor 
Staff: Hannah Duclos, Director of Children & Youth Ministries | Ruth Moulton, Office Administrator 

Linda Brouder, Director of Music Ministries | Mirela Chisbora, Pianist/Organist 

George Cary, Treasurer | John Loewen, Sexton  

Beauty 
 

What is beauty? It’s everywhere, 
Gift from God above, 

Everything and everybody 
Made by Him with love. 

 
True beauty lies within a soul, 

Hidden from one’s view, 
Underneath external wrapping 

Which it may shine through. 
 

In nature all is beautiful, 
Crafted by God’s hand, 

The trees, the sky, the meadows green, 
Oceans and the land. 

 
So what is beauty? I would say 

Every sense takes part, 
It’s what we see, hear, taste, smell, feel, 

Deep within our heart. 
 

Joy Stosz 
April 2, 2010 
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