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WORSHIP 

Hanging of the Ornaments   

The pandemic continues to challenge us to be creative about ways to stay connected as a church.  

Hanging of the Ornaments is The Worship Ministry Team’s way of bringing us together during the 

Advent and Christmas Season.  We can’t all be present physically in the sanctuary, but we CAN be 

present spiritually and symbolically.  We have put up a Christmas tree in the Sanctuary. Each 

member/family is invited to create an ornament to be placed on the tree.  The tree will stand as a 

collective symbol of our unity and faith.   

There are several ways for you to participate. First, if you stop by the church and head to the youth 

room, you will find ornaments, paint pens, ribbons and various craft supplies.  Select an ornament 

and use the paint pen (they are similar to good old fashion magic markers) to write your name(s) on 

the ornament. Next you can select any of the craft supplies and decorate your ornament using the 

glue gun supplied. Once you have done that, you can bring your ornament to the sanctuary and hang 

in on the tree.   

The second option is for you to stop by church, head to the youth room, select an ornament and paint 

pen and write your name(s) on the ornament and take it home to decorate it.Once your ornament is 

complete bring it to the sanctuary and hang it on the tree.  

The third option is to bring in a special ornament from home and place it on the tree.  Just be sure to 

put your name on it so that it can be returned after the Christmas Season.  

Lastly, if you would like to have an ornament on the tree but are unable to get to the church, contact 

the church office or Diane Huban at dhuban@comcast.net or 860.841.3952. We will help in any way 

we can to ensure that you have an ornament on our tree.  

Outdoor Advent Wreath 

Thank you to our Worship Ministry Team and Facilities & Grounds 

Ministry Team, led by Diane Huban for creating this spectacular 

Outdoor Advent Wreath for all the community to see.  The candles will 

be lit each week throughout the Advent season, and the Christ candle 

on Christmas Eve.  During these trying and difficult times, this is a 

strong statement to our community that hope, peace, joy and love is 

available to all.   

Stop by and see – the display makes a wonderful backdrop for holiday 
photos to share with loved ones! 

 
 
Photo by Bill Brydon 
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Deck the Halls! Members of the Worship Ministry Team decorated the Narthex, Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall on November 23rd. While we may not be able to gather for in-person worship, you can 

still come by for open sanctuary, to decorate your ornament, or just stop by and see our church. 

       

Christmas Poinsettias This year we will not be asking people to purchase poinsettias for Christmas.  

However, in lieu of purchasing a plant, we are asking for people to make a donation to the 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in honor or in memory of a loved one.  The best way for you to make 

such a donation is to put a check (made out to JWUMC Discretionary Fund) or cash in an envelope 

and include the name of the person(s) you want to honor or memorialize.  You can mail it to the 

church or put it in the Pastor’s inbox in the office.  The names of your loved ones will be listed in the 

December 20th bulletin just as they would be if you had donated a poinsettia.  The only difference is 

that instead of beautifying the altar for Christmas, you will be beautifying the life of someone in need.  

Christmas Canticles!  Linda Brouder, our Director of Music Ministries, is putting together an evening 
of Advent Inspiration.  It will be livestreamed on Wednesday, December 16th at 7:00 pm.  It is similar 
to the “Make a Joyful Noise” we did in May.  Various people will sing, read, tell stories, share poems 
or anything that focuses on the joy of Advent and Christmas.  And, you are invited to join in!  If you 
would like to participate in this fun event, or have any questions, please contact Linda at 
lindabrouder5@gmail.com or 781-385-0084.  Performers will be on a timeline, so that we can limit the 
number of people in the building.  There will be a schedule once she knows who will be participating.  
Please let Linda know by Wednesday, December 2nd if you would like to participate.  Let’s bring each 
other joyful hope and inspiration this Christmas season! 
 

Christmas Postcards 

While we can’t ask people to join us in person for Advent and 

Christmas Eve Services, we CAN invite them to join us via 

livestream.  The Worship Ministry Team has designed 

postcards that you can mail to your friends, family and 

anyone on your Christmas card mailing list.  An inspirational 

message and info about our livestream services are on the 

front of the card.  On the back, there is room for an address, a 

stamp and a personal message from you.  The cards are 

being printed as we speak and we will let you know as soon 

as they are ready. If ever there was a time to reach out to 

people and invite them to share in the hope, peace, joy and love of our Lord – this is it!  
 

Open Sanctuary   Remember…. the sanctuary is open from noon – 6:00pm on Mondays and 

9:00am – 1:00pm on Thursdays.  Please feel free to stop by, relax, reflect, pray or just be with God in 

his house. 
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

There will be opportunities for in person as well as virtual study of 
Adam Hamilton’s book “Incarnation” during this Advent 
season.  Jenn & Brian Linton will lead a Zoom group Monday at 
7pm starting Nov. 23rd. Betty Smith will hold a small group in 
person study on Thursday mornings at 10:30 beginning November 
19th and Pastor Rebecca will hold in person and Zoom combined 
on Tuesdays at 11 am beginning December 1st. Books are 
available for purchase in the church office for $12.00.  
The study is described below: 

“Learn the meaning behind the names of Christ and the difference 
He makes in our lives this Christmas. 

His parents gave him the name Jesus. But the prophets, the 
shepherds, the wise men, and the angels addressed him by other 
names. They called him Lord, Messiah, Savior, Emmanuel, Light 
of the World, and Word Made Flesh. In Incarnation: Rediscovering 
the Significance of Christmas, best-selling author Adam Hamilton 
examines the names of Christ used by the gospel writers, 

exploring the historical and personal significance of his birth. This Advent season church families will 
come together to remember what’s important. In the face of uncertainty and conflict, Christians 
reclaim the Christ child who brings us together, heals our hearts, and calls us to bring light into the 
darkness. Now more than ever, we invite you to reflect upon the significance of the Christ child for our 
lives and world today!” (https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2) 

Monday Night Bible Study After the New Year (starting Jan. 4), the Monday Night Bible Study will 
resume with our Lectionary Study. People are welcome to join any time to get the week's Zoom and 
Lectionary links, email Jenn Linton at jennifer.v.linton@gmail.com. Call 508-548-2792 with questions. 

 
Here is the quote and question from our study of “Jesus and the Disinherited” by Howard Thurman: 
 
"Fear... [makes] possible the continuation of physical existence with a minimum of active violence," 
but he points out that, eventually, "this fear, which served originally as... a kind of protective 
mechanism for the weak, finally becomes death for the self."  
 
Thurman continues, "In this world the socially disadvantaged man is constantly given a negative 
answer to most important personal questions...  'Who am I? What am I?'"  He says that Jesus put fear 
then, and now, of powerful and threatening humans in its proper perspective: "Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do."  
Thurman summarizes all of Jesus' teaching about how to respond to fear and says that, put simply, 
Jesus' answer is, "[M]an is a child of God." Thurman says, "A man's conviction that he is God's child 
automatically tends to shift the basis of his relationship with all his fellows... To the child of God, a 
scale of values becomes available by which men are measured and their true significance 
determined." It seems too simple to solve such a big problem, but as Thurman says, "The awareness 
that a man is a child of the God ...who is at one and the same time the God of life, creates a profound 
faith in life that nothing can destroy." 
Questions for thought and discussion: 
How do you think your fears might be similar to, and different from, the fears of the poor and 
disenfranchised? What mental, physical, and spiritual side effects does fear have? How can believing 
that you are a child of God help to banish fear and undo some of those "side effects"? 

https://www.cokesbury.com/Incarnation-1-2
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Youth Group:   

   

Our Youth Groups have been going great for the past few months! Both groups are now 
meeting inside from 4:00-5:00. Middle school (5th-8th grade) meets on Thursday 
afternoons, where we learn more about how to find things in the Bible and how to 
effectively communicate with one another. High school (9th-12th grade) meets on Sunday 
afternoons. Each meeting we get the chance to grow closer to each other and to God!  

For Advent, we are participating in the Incarnation Advent Study during our regular 
meeting times. This four-week series will take us through the different names of Jesus and 
how we can apply his teachings to our everyday life, especially in 2020 and beyond.  

On Thursday, December 17th and Sunday, December 20th the youth group time will be 
from 4:00-6:30 to allow for time for our Christmas Party! Check your emails for more 
information coming soon.  

WoW Bible Club: 

WoW Bible Club has had great 
meetings for the past few 
months, and now has a new 
meeting time! We meet on 
Tuesday afternoons from 
4:30-5:15. Our families have 
enjoyed getting to come to the 
church to learn more about 
God as a family. For the next 
few weeks, we will be learning 
all about the season of Advent 
and all about Jesus!  



 

 Family Advent Calendar 

We welcome all to participate in this year’s Family 
Activity Calendar! Everyday there will be a little 
activity to do together as a family. On December 1st  
and December 10th, Hannah will send out resources 
that will help you complete each activity. We hope 
you’ll join us as we celebrate this special season! Click 
here to view the printable version of the calendar. Have 
fun and be sure to email Hannah pictures of your 
activities!  

Recap: Family Christmas Celebration 

         

On the morning of November 28th, we had our Family Christmas Celebration! At this 
celebration, we decorated cookies, made ornaments, and created advent wreaths to take 
home. We had a total of 8 families who joined us for lots of Christmas fun! Thank you to 
our adult and high school volunteers who helped make our celebration so joyful!  

Recap: Sticker Shock Campaign  

On Sunday, November 22nd during our regular Youth Group time, 
6 high schoolers and two adults participated in the “sticker shock” 
awareness campaign. We partnered with local liquor stores around 
Falmouth to place “Parents Who Host Lose the Most” stickers on 
brown paper bags, educating the community that it is illegal to 
purchase alcohol for individuals under 21 years old. We’ve 
participated in this project four times and have gotten quite good 
at it! 

  

../../../../Downloads/Advent%20Calendar%20(1)-converted.pdf
../../../../Downloads/Advent%20Calendar%20(1)-converted.pdf


CHRISTMAS FAIR UPDATE  

As indicated in the October newsletter the Fair continues until the end of the year. 
I reported in October our total was $14,500...so happy to announce we are currently over $15,000. 
Starting your Christmas shopping?  How about something special, made with love by our church 
members. 
 

Homemade Chocolates by Sue Sievert, put in your special order by calling Sue directly at  
203-536-4605.  She will be doing chocolate covered cherries, caramel turtles, peanut butter cups all 
with a choice of dark or milk chocolate.   
 

For your holiday fresh greens, wreaths or arrangements contact Dick McKenzie at 
 508-367-3681 
 

How about those unique wooden creations by Mark Karsner?   Call him directly at  
508-272-5961 
 

Remember those beautiful cards of the beach service and of our beloved church done up by 
Robert McIntire?  We still have those available.  See Ruth in the office if you would like to buy some. 
 
THANK YOU for your continued support.  We’ve shown the community once again how special we 
are as a church and as a church family. You are all a blessing to JWUMC. 
 

Aline Ward, Fundraising Chair  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
2020 STAFF APPRECIATION CAMPAIGN 

This year has had its challenges, yes that is true. 
Our mighty staff of seven isn’t expecting anything from you. 

However this time of year we like to thank them for all that they do, 
With a monetary gift from us to show appreciation all the year through! 

 
We realize that church attendance during this pandemic makes it difficult to donate to our staff, but 
we can make your donations easy to do. You can go to the JWUMC website, 
www.johnwesleyumc.org and there is a red VANCO button that guides you through online giving. Or 
simply come by the church, pick up a red envelope, place your cash or check inside and give it to 
Ruth or place it in the manila “Staff Appreciation” envelope in the office. During this difficult year, our 
staff has risen to meet the challenge. Now more than ever, we need to show our appreciation and 
support to these talented and dedicated people who make our church function. Thank you! The Staff 
Parish Relations Ministry Team.   
 
Altar Flowers Sign Up  Thank you to all who signed up and paid for Altar flower arrangements this 
year.  If anyone is interested in donating an arrangement for next year, please call Donna Fish at  
508-524-2250, email me at donnafish47@comcast.net or sign up on the flower chart at the church in 
the narthex. It is uplifting to see the flowers displayed each Sunday, a sign that some things did not 
change during this pandemic.  After the service, the flowers are taken to someone from the John 
Wesley family. Again, thank you to all who donated Altar flowers over the years and especially this 

year. God Bless, Donna        

 

Pledge Envelopes are ready to be picked up at the church. They are on a table in the coat closet. 

tel:203-536-4605
tel:508-367-3681
tel:508-272-5961
http://www.johnwesleyumc.org/
mailto:donnafish47@comcast.net


Drive by and see…. 
I hope you will come see the advent wreath in the front yard. 
While you are here, if you know what Gaga ball is then you 
know what the new backyard structure is. Josh Leonard 
planned, organized, and directed the building of the Gaga ball 
pit for his Eagle Scout project. Josh knows how much fun this 
softer, gentler version of dodge ball is and how much our youth 
groups love to play this active game. We thank him for his 
donation and dedication that brought this project to fruition. 
Josh has been an active member of our youth programs over 
the years and we congratulate him on his achievement of this 
high scouting rank. 
 
Confidential Prayer Chain: Karen Camp has graciously offered to share confidential prayer requests 
with the prayer chain. Please send all confidential prayer requests to Karen Camp at 
kcampkcc@hotmail.com or call at 508-737-1636. If you would like to add someone to the Church 
prayer list, please continue to contact Ruth at 508-548-3050 or jwumcfalmouth@comcast.net. 
 
Prayer Group: During this pandemic, we have been praying for our church and one another 
individually.  We meet every Wednesday at 11:00 am in the Fitzgerald Room. Beginning December 
2nd, we will offer the option of joining us via Zoom. If you are interested in praying via zoom, please 
contact Pastor Rebecca who will send you the link.   
 
Livestream: Watch Sunday Services live at 9:30 am on Sunday or at any time on Facebook, 
YouTube or our Website. Gather the family, and watch together. Our worship services can also be 
seen on FCTV (13) at the following times: Mondays at 3 pm, Wednesdays at 6 pm, Sundays at 10 am 
(previous week’s service).   
 
Linda Brouder “I would like to wish my JWUMC family a healthy, joyful and peaceful Advent 
Season.  I want to thank each and every person who has given their time and talents to help JWUMC 
worship God through music this year.  Our Handbell Choir, Chancel Choir and Children’s Choir have 
made each service special. I also want to thank all the “non-choir” people who have added special 
music, singing, playing guitar throughout the year.  It has been a year of challenge, surprise and 
dedication as well. So thank you all for all you do!” Linda 
 

OUTREACH/MISSIONS 

 
Alternative Gift Market Thank you to everyone who supported the Alternative Gift Market!  While 
there was some apprehension about having to put the Market on-line, so many people joined in, and 
raised $35,000 for local, national and global causes!  Totals the last few years has been $40,000+, so 
to have raised this much on-line during a pandemic is wonderful!  Thank you also to Bobye Anderson 
and Kate Finemore for coordinating our efforts here at JWUMC! 
 
Dress A Live Doll/Teen Angel was a huge success! I am blown away by how many people helped 
to make this such a success this year. We took on 10 children and 5 teenagers and in one week we 
had all of them accounted for. I called and asked for more children and they did not have any but did 
have a need for certain toys so we have purchased a bunch of those to help as well. I want to thank 
everyone for helping and truly thinking of a child during this time. I know they will feel blessed with a 
special holiday. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAY BESSINGS 

 
God’s blessings to our family members celebrating birthdays this summer. December Birthdays:  
20 – Dick MacKenzie, 26 – Jeff Warburton, 29– Hannah Duclos 
 
Let us celebrate life among our church family. It's a great thing to have a birthday, a gift from God.  
Please give your birthday information by recording it on the calendar on the Fellowship bulletin board.   

                 

                  Nobska Light at Christmas 

 

John Wesley United Methodist Church, 270 Gifford Street, Falmouth, MA 02540 

(508) 548-3050 www.johnwesleyumc.org 

Rev. Rebecca Mincieli, Pastor 
Staff: Hannah Duclos, Director of Children & Youth Ministries | Ruth Moulton, Office Administrator 

Linda Brouder, Director of Music Ministries | Mirela Chisbora, Pianist/Organist 

George Cary, Treasurer | John Loewen, Sexton  

 

Be Joyful 

 

Alone we cannot live our life 

Free from burdens and worldly strife. 

 

Give your concerns to God in prayer, 

With faith and hope, knowing He’s there. 

 

Try to be joyful every day; 

Do not worry; have trust and pray. 

 

All-knowing God is our best Friend; 

He will stand by us ‘til the end, 

 

When, in Heaven, with Him we’ll be 

Joyful for all eternity. 

Joy Stosz 

November 15, 2020 

Inspired by the church service today 
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