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“THE WESLEYAN”  

Holy Communion 
On Sunday, May 3rd, we will once again celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Jesus said, 
“My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
remains in me and I in them.”  Communion is a spiritual meal that we share together.  And although 
we cannot be together at a common table, we can be together in a common spirit – of fellowship, 
love, mercy and in remembrance of all that Christ has taught us and done for us.   
 
In the narthex I have put out the same individual Communion packets we used last time, which I have 
handled with gloves and mask.  You are welcome to come pick them up any time Monday – Friday, 
9:00 am – 4:30 pm.  Or, I will be in the church parking lot on Saturday, May 2nd from 10:00 – 11:00 am 
and will happily drop them in your car.  During our live stream service on May 3rd, we will share in this 
holy meal.    
 
The Communion elements are consecrated during the liturgy, when I ask God to pour out His Holy 
Spirit on the gifts of bread and fruit of the vine, and on us, that we might be one as the Body of Christ.   
 
These are unusual times, which I believe call for unusual measures.  Because I know some of you 
are unable to come pick up your Communion elements, I would like to offer this option.  Have a 
cracker or piece of bread, and juice or water available.  And as I say the Communion liturgy, we will 
trust that the grace and presence of Jesus Christ’s Spirit will bless your elements at home so that you 
also can partake of this special meal.  This is not ideal, nor will I want to continue this practice when 
we are able to worship together again.  Because I do believe it is important for us to be a gathered 
community, acknowledging our sins, and sharing in the one bread and cup of forgiveness together as 
the Body of Christ.  However, our separation right now is unavoidable and I believe that God honors 
our intention and the spirit in which we seek his grace and forgiveness and our desire to heed our call 
to be the Body of Christ for the world.    
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May 2020 

At the April 19th  live stream 

service Pastor Rebecca said: 

“I really miss seeing you and I 

wanted to see you all again.” 

So, I printed photos of all of 

you an put them in the pews in 

the places where you usually 

sit. Although we are apart, 

“Truly we are bound together 

in mind, in spirit, in love, and 

in Christ”. 

To view a video of the pictures 

in the pews  CLICK HERE 

http://www.johnwesleyumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/jwumcfalmouth/videos/vb.262354570555142/229617378112282/?type=2&theater


A Special Project 
 
Thus says the Lord, "Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses while this house lies 
desolate?"            Haggai 1:4 
 
 
God spoke these words to the Israelites who had returned from exile, but did not want to spend the 
time and resources to rebuild the Temple.  God sent the prophet Haggai to motivate the people to do 
what was right for God’s house.   
 
And we want to do what is right for God’s house here at John Wesley.  Our sanctuary roof is badly in 
need of shingle replacement.  Over the past five years we’ve had to repair the roof at least once a 
year due to shingles being blown off during windstorms, exposing the wood underneath.  In just the 
past few weeks, during a recent storm three sections of shingles were blown off, which required 
another repair.  Many of the remaining shingles are lifting up or are cracked, both of which will cause 
trouble sooner rather than later for us.  We’ve also noticed on the ceiling inside the sanctuary an 
indication of water seeping through.  To delay replacing the shingles would put our building at risk.     
 
Our Facilities and Grounds Ministry Team and Finance Ministry Team worked together on a proposal 
for a new roof, which was presented to our Leadership Team and accepted.  Work will begin in late 
spring. 
 
I am fully in agreement for the following reasons:   
 
⦁ Over the past six years we have made a commitment to care for God’s house, and we can all see 
the positive results.  Our building is over 60 years old, and by not taking action now, we run the risk of 
falling behind on our maintenance, and creating further problems down the road.    
 
⦁ We have been blessed with generous people who have given to the church specifically for the 
occasion when we need something special to be done that goes over and above our church budget.  
We have $37,500 set aside in a special project fund which will be used to cover all but $1,500 of the 
project.  
 
⦁ We have reviewed our finances, made projections and are hopeful that most people will be able to 
maintain their pledge commitments, which will leave us in fiscally strong shape for the year.   Our 
Investment Team has worked hard to make sure our money is invested properly and we have seen 
the benefit of their work.  So, while there are unknowns, we are in sound shape financially to make 
the decisions we need to make.     
 
⦁ And very importantly, this is an opportunity for us to put people to work in our community at a time 
when work is needed.  It is also an opportunity to show the people of Falmouth that we believe in the 
future of our church, and trust that we will continue to grow and prosper.  We are a people of faith and 
hope!  Let us share that and be an example! 
 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rebecca  



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 
Children & Youth Weekly Resource Email 
Every week an email is sent to families who are, in some capacity, a part of our Children  
& Youth Ministry. Included in the email are three different activities/ideas for you to  
connect as a family, stay busy throughout quarantine and connect with God. We hope  
you are enjoying these resources. A link is also posted on our Facebook Page where you can 
share it with friends on your wall/timeline, private message or copy the link. 
 
Youth Group Zoom “Hangouts” 
We have really enjoyed hosting Middle School and High School Youth Group Zoom 
“Hangouts” during the week. We welcome all to join us for this fun time of connecting with 
others, playing games and chatting about our lives and God.  
 

• Middle School (5-7th grade) – Wednesdays, 3:00 - 4:00 pm  
o Click here to join in! (Meeting ID: 814-312-821) 

• High School (8-12th grade) – Thursdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm  
o Click here to join in! (Meeting ID: 933-831-572) 

 
Youth Group Bible Study (Tuesdays, 3:00-4:00 pm) 
We have decided to continue our Tuesday afternoon Youth Group Bible Study on Tuesdays 
from 3:00 to 4:00 pm on Zoom. We normally host this in-depth Bible Study during Advent 
and Lent, but given our current situation, we decided to continue meeting. This is different 
than Youth Group as we are really using this time to read big sections of the Bible, engage in 
meaningful conversation and ask questions about God and theology. We’re currently talking 
about overarching biblical themes and reading through the book of Hebrews.  
 
All 5th to 12th grade students are invited to join. Click here to participate! (Meeting ID: 713-8322-1740) 
 
Pentecost Coloring Sheet (Needed by Wednesday, May 27th) 
We would love to have our Children & Youth participate in our worship service on Pentecost, 
Sunday, May 31st by coloring this Pentecost coloring sheet that we’ll display on our altar. All you 
have to do is click here to print the coloring sheet, color it and then drop it off at the church (or 
mail it in) by Wednesday, May 27th and it’ll be a part of our Pentecost celebration on Sunday, 
May 31st. We hope you’ll participate! 
 
 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/814312821
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/933831572
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/71383221740
http://johnwesleyumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Pentecost-Coloring-Sheet.pdf


College/Trade Scholarship Applications 
High School seniors who are going to college or trade school in the fall are encouraged 
to apply for the John Wesley Memorial Scholarship Fund. Established in 1999, this 
fund provides financial support for JWUMC affiliated students going into higher 
education. Please contact our Children & Youth Director, Allison Deyo to receive the 
Guidelines and Application (must be submitted by Monday, June 1st). 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Youth Group Zoom Social (Thursday, May 14, 6:30 to 9:30 pm) 
Because we’re unable to meet as a Youth Group for our much-loved 15-Hour Famine, we’re going to get 
together for a few hours on Thursday, May 14th from 6:30 to 9:30 pm to just hang out! We’ll connect via 
ZOOM Video Conferencing and play tons of games, chat about any/everything and catch up. All 5th to 12th 
grade students can join us for this by clicking here or entering in this Zoom ID number: 824-5077-5770. 

 
UPCOMING PLANS: 

 
15-Hour Famine Sleepover & Fundraiser (Postponed) 
We are going to postpone this fundraiser in light of everything that is going on. We know there are many 
financial hardships right now and those who are able, are giving generously to those who need resources. We 
encourage everyone to give how they can during this time. The Youth Group will try to do something in the 
summer in order to assist those who are still in need. 
 
End of the Year Youth Group Celebration (June 2020) 
We already know what the celebration activity will be this year but it really depends on if social-distancing will 
still be enforced in June. We’re hoping we’ll be able to have an epic end of the year celebration (because let’s 
be real, we earned it come June)!  
 
Celebration Sunday (Sunday, June 21, 2020) 
Hopefully we’ll be able to gather together as a congregation by the end of June in order to celebrate all that 
God has done this past 2019-2020 School Year. We think it is essential to recap the year, celebrate our High 
School graduates and congratulate completed Scout Projects/Rankings. 
 
Youth Group Summer Mission Trip (July 2020) 
We are in the process of seeing if we are able to go back to Winthrop, Maine to help serve alongside 
Methodist Camp, Mechuwana! We will let you know when a date has been finalized and what projects we 
might be helping with. We will be hosting a fundraiser in order to send our students up there to share the love 
of Christ with others.  
 
“Rocky Railroad” Vacation Bible School (August 17-21, 2020) 
We are still planning on hosting our Vacation Bible School program for children entering 
Kindergarten through 5th grade Monday through Friday, August 17-21 from 9:00 am to 
12:00 pm.  Save the date! 

 
 

 
PAST EVENTS: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82450775770


 

   
RECAP: Easter Goody Bag Drive-Thru & Parade! 
On Saturday, April 11th we hosted an alternative to our Annual Community Easter Egg Hunt. Instead, we 
offered families to come and pick up Easter Goody Bags that were filled with individually-wrapped pieces of 
candy, crafts and activities. We welcomed over 75 cars in one hour and gave out around 150 bags to children. 
It was SO awesome to see so many familiar faces as well as new friendly faces! Many families and we were 
overcome with emotion as we were able to finally see one another face-to-face in so many weeks (and even 
for some kids, months).  
 
Thank you so much to Lisa Asendorf, Larry Briggs, Linda Brouder and her daughter Abby,  Karen Camp, Amy 
Clatanoff-Brown, Diane Huban, Tom Hoke, John Mincieli and Matt O’Connor for participating in our parade! 
You made the whole drive-thru an experience with your shouts of “Happy Easter,” your waves and the sparkle 
in your eyes. A huge shout out to Diane for being a phenomenal Easter Bunny! Bravo! To see more of the 
photos, click here!      
 

  
   Mackenzie Spears 
We are so excited to announce that our May 2020 
Children & Youth Spotlight recipient is 1½ year old, 
Mackenzie Spears! Mackenzie and her parents 
(Ashley and Matt) have been coming to John Wesley 
for the past few years. You may even recall her 
baptism in January 2019! As Mackenzie has gotten 
older, she has been spending lots of time in our 
Nursery with all the other kiddos her age. She is a big 
fan of balloons and her Dalmatian brother, Charlie. 
She is starting to become very vocal and good at 
waving to people! She’s been keeping mom and dad 
on their toes during this period of quarantine, but 
who can blame her? She’s a girl on a mission! We 
have loved seeing you grow into a beautiful little girl 
and can’t wait to see what God has in store for you! 
Congratulations!  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/jwumcfalmouth/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1706186766171908


MEANWHILE BACK AT THE CHURCH….SPRING ARRIVES  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Easter Cross with the white drape - 

a sign that He is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 

The gardens bloom, a welcome 

sight for all who pass by. The 

windows reflect the cross and its 

white drape.          (Photos by B. Brydon) 

 

The osprey family has taken up residence in 

the nest on the pole over the spot where 

Pastor Rebecca used to park her car. They 

can be seen flying around the church 

carrying fish in their talons, and often 

perching on the cross. 



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The SPRMT is currently in the process of completing a national job search to fill the Director of 
Children and Youth Ministries position at John Wesley.  We updated the job description and posted 
the position on a number of internet job search sites and through social media.  We received an 
excellent response, and have gone through both first and second interviews.  We anticipate that we 
are in the final stages of making a decision and will soon be prepared to make an offer.  Our target is 
to have the new Director in place by mid-July.  Please keep us in your prayers as we continued to 
discern God’s will for us in choosing the right person.   
  
Rob Blomberg 
Team Leader – SPRMT 
 
FUNDRAISING NEWS… Looking ahead 
--While we realize the uncertainty around COVID-19 and possible restrictions, we are still planning 
and looking ahead until otherwise notified.  
 
Plant Sale…  May 22-23 
Won’t it be wonderful to get outdoors to plant flowers in your pots, plant your vegetable & herb 
gardens.  Won’t it be wonderful to get those flowers planted in the garden and to watch them 
grow.  Makes me happy just thinking about it. 
Please mark your calendars…, May 22 & 23 
Contact: Tom Hoke  617-834-8124   tomhoke@att.net 
 
Rummage Sale…  June 26-27 
Wow, without a crystal ball a few of us got together to discuss fundraising for 2020.  We decided to 
move the April rummage sale to June.  Who knew?  Perhaps a little guidance from the good 
Lord!  I’m going with that. Anyway, here’s the perfect opportunity to clean those closets and purge the 
unneeded or unwanted. Hopefully, things will settle down and we will proceed with the June 26-27th 
sale. Contact: Aline Ward  508-444-6038  aw7050@comcast.net 
 
Christmas Fair…. November 13-14th 
Two positions need to be filled….   
1) We are looking for a replacement for Bud Tracy in 2021 (Jellies & More).  Ideally that person would 
come on this year, 2020 to work with Bud and learn the ropes for next year.  Please note that the 
jams, pickles, salsas, chutneys, etc. are made and donated by many members of the congregation. 
 
2)  We need someone to run the Friday night dinner.  We have individuals who have volunteered to 
cook, work in the kitchen, serve, clean up, bus tables, be a cashier.     
What we need now is someone to be in charge. 
 
If you have any questions or if you’d like to be part of these exciting events, please contact 
Aline Ward at 508-444-6038  or  AW7050@comcast.net 
 
Unfortunately, with the current affairs and the strain this will likely put on churches finances, these 
fundraisers will be more crucial than ever. I pray as a church family you will step up and take part in 
these exciting events and show the community our spirit cannot be broken.  We will show the 
community the love we have for the Lord and for each other, reinforcing that we are a loving, unified 
and caring church.  Let’s show happiness and love.  
  
We Can Do This!    Thank You and Blessings, Aline Ward 

mailto:tomhoke@att.net
mailto:aw7050@comcast.net
mailto:AW7050@comcast.net


SPRING PLANT SALE 

A Tradition Since 1988 

For the past 32 years, the weekend before Memorial Day has been Spring Plant Sale weekend at 

John Wesley UMC. This year's sale is set for Friday, May 22, from 9 am to 6 pm, and Saturday, May 

23, from 9 am to 2 pm, in the church parking lot at 270 Gifford Street in Falmouth. There will be a 

broad selection of annuals, perennials, hanging baskets, vegetables and herbs, all fresh from the 

nursery. Our experienced gardeners can offer advice in plant selection specific to your unique 

planting and gardening needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tents, tables, and racks display a wide variety of annuals, perennials, hanging baskets, vegetables 

and herbs at the John Wesley UMC Spring Plant Sale. 

Plant Sale Help – The sale will be Friday, May 22,  
9 am - 6 pm and Saturday, May 23, 9 am -2 pm. Volunteers 
arrive at 8:30 to prepare for the sale. Set up will be on 
Thursday, May 21 with heavy work (tents & tables) from 9 
am – 12 pm and light work (unload & organize plants) from 1 
pm – 5 pm.  We need a security guard to watch the plants on 
Thur. & Fri. evenings from 6 pm – 11 pm.  Pack up will be 
Saturday, May 21, 2 pm – 4 pm.   
 
This is a wonderful fundraiser for the church and brings 
people from the community to our church and grounds.  

If you can help, please contact Tom Hoke at 
tomhoke@att.net or 617-834-8124 or sign up on the narthex 
bulletin board. 



A MESSAGE FROM FRED SIEVERT, LEADER OF THE FINANCE MINISTRY TEAM  

 

Given the current CoVid-19 virus pandemic and the challenges it has presented for all of us, I want to 

provide a brief update to members of the congregation on the financial condition of the church. 

 

First and foremost, I want to thank you for remaining faithful to the church in your giving even during a 

period when we have not been able to worship together on Sundays. This was especially difficult for 

all of us during the Holy week of Easter.  

 

Your faithfulness has allowed us to continue to function and serve our members and the broader 

community to the greatest extent possible, under the circumstances. Pastor Rebecca and the staff 

have made numerous adjustments and accommodations to be able to continue to provide pastoral 

care and exceptional worship experiences through live-streaming.  

 

In a crisis of this magnitude, the Lord summons us to live out our mission to, “Love God, Love Others 

and Serve the Lord”. It is clear that our church staff, the many lay leaders and all of you are taking 

that mission very seriously during this difficult period.   

 

I am pleased to report that year-to-date through March 31st, the Church continues to be blessed with 

financial results that have enabled us to overcome the extreme challenges of operating effectively 

during this period of national crisis.  

 

Thanks to strong giving in the first quarter, our operating income statement through the end of March 

shows healthy revenues that were more than 18% ahead of our 1st Quarter budget. At the same time, 

we are controlling our expenses. As of March 31st, the year-to-date total operating expenses were 

16% less than budget.  

 

This gives us at least a temporary cushion to withstand some potentially difficult months ahead as 

many people are unemployed and the economy is shutdown, for all but essential services. Currently 

our invested assets and projected cash flows will sustain us through the year. However, we expect 

the financial “cushion” I described above to diminish in April and beyond, until the economy returns to 

normalcy. 

 

The Finance Ministry Team is monitoring monthly results and will periodically apprise the 

congregation of our projected status and outlook for the full calendar year 2020.  

 

Until the day arrives when we can once again worship together, I’d ask you to maintain your faithful 

giving, to the extent possible, either by mailing in your pledge donations, delivering them to the 

church office or by visiting the website link below to make a contribution on-line. 

 

http://johnwesleyumc.org/index.php/about-us/online-giving/ 

 

Please stay safe and continue to practice the social distancing guidelines to protect yourself and 

others around you. 

 

May God continue to bless you, your loved ones and the John Wesley United Methodist Church 

family. 

Fred Sievert 

Finance Ministry Team Leader 

http://johnwesleyumc.org/index.php/about-us/online-giving/


MAY BIRTHDAY BESSINGS 

 
God’s blessings to our family members celebrating birthdays this month. May Birthdays:  
8 – Aline Ward  20 - Hope Harrington  25 – Linda Duane  29 – Henry Brown 
Let us celebrate life among our church family. It's a great thing to have a birthday, a gift from God.  

 
We Must Trust in the Lord 

 
We must always trust in the Lord; 

Have faith that He will get us through 
Whatever obstacles we face. 

He’ll give us strength and courage, too. 
 

Jesus washed His disciples’ feet, 
Showing love and humility, 

Knowing He would soon lose His life 
To save our souls, from sin, set free. 

 
The fruits of the Holy Spirit 

As His messengers, we must bear, 
Loving others, being joyful, 

And at peace, knowing God is there. 
 

In these troubled times be patient. 
Show kindness and goodness to all. 

If we put our faith in Jesus, 
He is there to answer our call. 

 
Let’s be foot-washers like Jesus, 
Be gentle and use self-control. 
Follow the fruits of the Spirit. 

Being like Jesus makes us whole. 
 

Joy Stosz 
March 29, 2020 

Based on a sermon by Pastor Rebecca Photo by Sandy Stosz 
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