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I want to begin today by showing you a video. Some of you may have seen it and know what it's about. 

Others may be looking at it for the very first time.  But let me warn you, although it's not graphic, it's 

still not a pleasant video to view... but it's one that reminds us that we are Christians living in a hostile 

world.  A world in which St. Paul reminded us to, “Hate what is evil and cling to what is good.”  So 

with that caveat, you can choose to watch the video, or not.  (VIDEO) 
 

Now what the woman was throwing into the dumpster was her own newborn child.  Yes, the baby was 

less than a day old and very much alive.  Fortunately the child was found by some dumpster divers, 

individuals that go through dumpsters looking for food or other things of value.  The baby survived and 

is now living with his paternal grandparents.  But getting back to the act of this mother throwing away 

her newborn to die, I'm sure our collective feeling is one of shock or revulsion or anger.  Yet, yet...  one 

might be able to rationalize why something like this could happen.  Poverty, depression, mental illness, 

negligence, irresponsibility, or even a misplaced sense of entitlement.  And, of course, this isn't the first 

time a baby has been willfully discarded.  In fact, the practice is so prevalent that most states have 

enacted “safe haven” laws that allow mothers or fathers to drop off their newborn children at places 

such as hospitals or police stations without any legal repercussions.   
 

So, then, as Christians, how are we to understand, cope with and react to all the dysfunction and 

darkness we see in today’s world that tends to discourage and dishearten us?  Where people think and 

behave outside what is considered the norm of even decent conduct, let alone godly conduct.  But 

consider what Jesuit priest, John Courtney Murray has to say.  He reminds us that a major theme of the 

Gospels is the ever-increasing dysfunction and darkness that characterized the life of even our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  From the very beginning, he is met with hatred and violence.  A disturbed King Herod, 

trembles in fear at his birth and then tries in the most brutal manner possible to stamp him out by killing 

all the boy children in Bethlehem under the age of two.  As a result, Jesus and his family are forced to 

flee their home and go into exile for years.  And later in his life, from the first moments of his public 

ministry, he is opposed and hated by the religious establishment.  Things then become even more 

intense when the verbal sparring between Jesus and the Pharisees gives way to threats of physical harm.  

More than once the religious authorities tried to kill Jesus.  Then finally, it all culminates in his 

execution by crucifixion.  And yet the stunning significance of this struggle is made clear in St. Peter’s 



speech to the crowds on the day of Pentecost.  “You denied the Holy and Righteous One.  The author of 

life you put to death.  But God raised him from the dead.”1  God raised him in victory from the dead!  

You see, the whole point of Jesus' coming was to, in fact, conquer the dysfunction and darkness – the 

sin, evil and injustices of the world.  And he conquers them how?  Through the overwhelming power of 

his love, and his message of how we are to show that same love – compassion, mercy, genuine care and 

concern to each other.  A message that he wants his disciples – you and me – to deliver.  He told the 

apostles to go and make disciples of all nations and to teach them.  He said this because everybody, 

everybody in this world, needs to know something about God.  But the tragedy is, so many do not.  And 

just think – how many babies would be thrown into dumpsters if their mothers knew the peace and 

power of God's love? 
 

So can there be hope for a world where peace and love and joy reign supreme.  Well, N.T. Wright puts 

it this way. “We can say, if we like, that this dream of a world put to rights, is only a dream, and that we 

have to get used to living in the world the way it is.  Or we can say, if we like, that the reason we have 

this dream in the first place is because we have this inner sense of someone whispering in our ear.  

Someone who cares very much about this present world and our present selves, and who has made us 

and the world for a purpose which will indeed involve justice, things being put to right, ourselves being 

put to right, the world being rescued at last.”   
 

Yes, there is hope.  But in order to make this dream a reality, everybody needs to know the message 

about God and God’s love.  And the Apostle Paul asked, “How can they believe in him if they have 

never heard about him?  And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?”  Therefore, we, 

you and I, are to be God’s messengers.  To tell others about Jesus Christ.  But, do we have the desire, 

courage and determination to do that?   Well, that's why I chose today's Gospel reading about Jesus 

encountering a man with an unclean spirit in the synagogue at Capernaum.  It hits the nail on the head 

when it comes to our reluctance to do what Jesus wants us to do.  Because isn’t it interesting that the 

very first unclean spirit that Jesus confronts is in a holy place, a place of worship, like this place, here at 

John Wesley.  And what marks this man?  Though he is just a single person, an individual, he speaks in 

the plural - in a sense for all of us here.  “Why are you interfering with us, Jesus of Nazareth?  Have you 

come to destroy us?”  You see, the truth is, in order to be a messenger for Christ, we have to make a 

choice.  Because we can't be divided in our priorities.  Is Jesus going to be Lord of our life?  Or is he 

not?  Because if he is, then he will interfere with our lives.  Because if Jesus is Lord, then my ego can’t 
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be Lord.  My country, my convictions, my job, my schedule can’t be Lord.  And, as an aisde, to be 

honest, I have to admit that even in my own family soccer games on Sunday morning, regretfully are 

more important than Sunday School.  But in this synagogue in Capernaum, the authoritative voice of 

Jesus brings the man back to himself.  And this is precisely the effect that Jesus has had up and down 

the ages to those willing to listen.  When you allow Jesus to have your heart, to become your Lord, you 

get put right.  When Jesus becomes the clear center of your life, then your mind, your will, your 

emotions, your private life, your public life, all of it, finds its ideal place around that center.2 
 

I want to share about an excerpt I read from Dostoyevsky's novel, The Brothers Karamazov.  Christ has 

returned to earth at the time of the Spanish Inquisition.  The returning Savior makes quite a ruckus, as 

you would expect.  He heals the sick. He raises the dead.  And soon his antics attract the attention of the 

Grand Inquisitor himself, who promptly has Christ arrested and locked up securely in a dungeon cell. 

Later the Grand Inquisitor pays Christ a visit.  He informs Christ that he is no longer welcomed here.  

His return is simply too great a threat.  The Inquisitor tells Christ that the burden he has laid on 

humankind, the burden of service, the burden of forgiveness, the burden of love, is simply too great for 

mere mortals to bear.  The Inquisitor claims that the Church, in its wisdom, has suitably diluted this 

message, providing them instead with the simple promise of everlasting life for all believers.  That effort 

took centuries, says the Inquisitor, and the last thing the Church needs is a return of a Christ who insists 

that people bear all that weight in the first place.  Christ patiently listens in silence.  Then as the 

Inquisitor turns to leave, Christ goes over to him and embraces him and then he kisses him.  The effect 

on the Inquisitor is profound, he is stunned and surprised.  And he goes to the door, opens it and says, 

“Go! Go!"  And he let Christ out (to confront the darkness of this world.) 
 

Yes, there are inflated egos, confused people, lost souls, unclean spirits of all kinds out in the world 

today needing, and in fact, wanting to hear to authoritative voice of Jesus Christ to help put them right.  

And I'm sure that's why you are here today.  Because think about a sermon that may have profoundly 

affected you.  Think about coming to the Lord's Table and the forgiveness you felt.  Think about your 

baptism like we did a couple of weeks ago.  Think about our beautiful and meaningful hymns and the 

comfort they give.  And then think about the young mothers out there, who do not know Jesus.  Who do 

not know a single Scripture verse.  Who have never had a believing parent or person or friend guide 

them through this life.  How will they ever know, how will the ever make it?  Unless, of course, they 

hear it from you!  Amen. 
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