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The Gospel of John, which we read from today, has been described as “The Book of Signs” (or 

miracles), as “The Book of Glory,” as “a theological treatise.”  I like to describe it, however, as a special 

gift that keeps on giving.  Why?  Well because of John’s purpose for writing it.   As he states near the 

end of his Gospel, “These things are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the son of God, and that through believing in him you may have life in his name.”  You may have life in 

his name.  In thinking about that, I was reminded of an episode in season two of the series, “The 

Chosen” where John, who calls himself ‘the disciple who Jesus loved,’ is talking with the other 

disciples and Jesus’ mother Mary.  You may remember Jesus said that John was to become the son who 

would care for Mary.  Well, in this episode, John is asking them to recall events of Jesus’ life so that he 

could put them in writing.  And after he listens to them, he gets this faraway look in his eye as he gazes 

out the window.  I'm sure the Holy Spirit was speaking to him as to what to say and how to start.  Let's 

watch the clip. VIDEO 

 

So this is what John wrote: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God... The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world... And all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God... And the Word 

became flesh and lived among us, full of truth and grace.”  This is mysterious and divine language.  

John is going to tell us about Jesus, but he first puts Jesus in the context of even before time began.  He 

starts with the claim that Jesus is God and from him all things came into being.  Then, this God became 

flesh and lived among us.  And then he begins to talk about the amazing ‘signs’ Jesus performed, all 

attesting to who he was... the Messiah, our Savior, who came to rescue humanity from sin and evil and 

death by gathering all who believed to himself. 

 

So it's not surprising that the first ‘sign’ John writes about, right after Jesus' baptism and his trial in the 

wilderness, takes place at a wedding.  A place where people are gathered together in harmony and 

friendliness and solidarity.  It was custom back then for wedding celebrations to last as long as a week.  

Which seems longer than some marriages last these days!  And like any wedding celebration, then or 

now, there's music, dancing, talking, laughing, food and wine – lots of it.  But a problem develops at this 

particular wedding because they run out of wine.  You just heard the story, so let's get right to the 



theological nuances John uses to show that this wedding is a sign that Jesus is the Messiah.  First, he 

writes, “On the third day there was wedding in Cana of Galilee and the mother of Jesus was there.”  He 

starts the whole story with, “On the third day.”  Now throughout the gospel, ‘the third day’ is the 

expression used most often for the day of Jesus' resurrection from the dead, after his great sacrifice for 

humanity.  On the third day.  Next, this wedding occurs in Cana of Galilee.  And Galilee is the place 

Jesus told his disciples to go where he would meet them after his resurrection.  And, of course, we are 

talking about a marriage.  A union, a joining together of two people in the most complete and intimate 

way possible.  And isn't the entire story of the Bible all about the pain and the hope of God's people, 

longing for a union with God, and God longing for a union with his people in this same manner?  Thus, 

God... Jesus, comes to earth.  Where God plans for the perfect marriage between himself and humanity.  

And there's more.  The story states that Jesus used stone jars filled to the brim with water, out of which 

he created and poured the wine.  This parallels what Moses, the most important prophet in the Old 

Testament, did in striking a stone to pour out water.  But what Jesus does is even a greater miracle.  The 

quality and quantity of wine signifies abundance.  Allowing the wedding feast to continue, with the best 

of wine.  Of course, this points to the abundant life John alluded to when we believe in Jesus Christ.   

 

Now let’s go to Mary who was at the wedding.  I'm sure many of us remember Johnny Carson from the 

Late Show.  On one show Johnny was interviewing an eight-year-old boy. The young man was a guest 

because he had somehow rescued two friends from a coal mine outside his hometown in West Virginia. 

As Johnny questioned him, the boy was talking a lot about God and Jesus. So Johnny asked him if he 

attended Sunday school. When the boy said he did, Johnny inquired, “What are you learning in Sunday 

school?” “Last week,” the boy replied, “our lesson was about how Jesus and his mother went to a 

wedding and Jesus turned water into wine.” The audience burst into laughter and applause. Keeping a 

straight face, Johnny asked, “And what did you learn from that story?” The boy squirmed in his chair. 

He hadn’t thought about this, and wasn’t prepared to answer. But then he lifted up his face and said, “If 

you’re going to have a wedding, make sure you invite Jesus and Mary!” 

 

So this begs the question.  Why exactly does John start his story, “On the third day there was a wedding 

in Cana of Galilee and the mother of Jesus was there.”  Why is she there?  Because Mary is the initial 

protagonist in the story.  Because she advocates and intercedes for the couple being married, “Jesus, do 

something.”  At first, the fully human Jesus wants no part in the situation.  But then the fully divine 

Jesus performs his miracle of transformation.  What appears to be a perplexing back and forth between 



the two of them, turns out to be a lesson for us.  And that is the importance of intercession for others.  

Intercession not only for those who need our prayers, but also for those who need us to speak up for 

them, advocate for them.  You see, the whole point of Jesus coming was the gathering together of all his 

people.  And this wedding is a microcosm of what happens in our world when the wine runs out.  When 

it runs out of joy, out of purpose, out of hope.  And especially when we run out of love for one another.  

Like what appears to be happening now.  

 

These have been a difficult past few years for all of us. There has been, and still is, deep division in our 

society: over Covid, Black Lives Matter, January 6th, LGBTQ issues, and our many political biases. 

And we may wonder, “Has the wine run out?”  But it hasn’t.  Because as I've said many times before, 

the greatest testimony to the power of God in Jesus Christ has been, and always will be, the change that 

is brought about in people and situations.  In fact, that’s what we celebrate tomorrow when we honor 

Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.  If you think honestly on this man and what he said and accomplished, you 

would have to say two things.  First, he was truly enlightened by the Word made flesh, probably much 

more so than the rest of society at the time.  And second, he proved to be a present day intercessor, 

speaking out in truth and grace for people of color, for the poor and downtrodden, for those who 

experienced the many injustices that exist in this world. And in doing so, he not only raised up his 

people, but he raised us up as well, showing us how things are, and how God wants them to be.  And 

that's the ultimate lesson of this miracle at the wedding in Cana.  It's only when humanity and God are 

married, in partnership with each other, that we human beings will ever be able to come together in truth 

and grace and love.   

 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world... And all who received him, who believed in his 

name, he gave the power to become children of God... And the Word became flesh and lived among us, 

full of truth and grace.  Now all this is written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the son of God, and that through believing in him you may have life in his name.”  Amen. 
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