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Well, tomorrow is Valentine’s Day, and husbands and wives, sweethearts and lovers of all ages will go 

out to dinner, or exchange cards, give flowers or candy, perhaps share even more lavish gifts with each 

other, all in the name of St. Valentine.  Now there are many legends as to how Valentine's Day began, 

going as far back as Roman times.  But I think it goes back much further than that!  In fact, that's why I 

chose today's scripture reading.  It's probably the main reason why Valentine's Day was created in the 

first place.  Let me explain.   

 

You see, the traditional interpretation of today's Scripture implies that Eve was the instigator for the 

mess that humanity finds itself in today; for disobeying God and eating the fruit.  It appears like Eve is 

the one who not only slipped up, but then, to make matters worse, tempted her husband to do the same.  

So she's the one that ought to be blamed.  And, if I might add, this thinking continues even to this day.  

Right ladies?  Who gets blamed when something goes wrong on the home front?  We women!  But, if 

you read the scripture carefully, there's a lot more to the story that needs to be told.   

 

First, God actually only commanded the man not to eat the apple.  Nowhere does it say he said anything 

about that to the woman.  An early saint of the church, Irenaeus, wrote centuries ago: “Why didn’t the 

serpent attack the man rather than the woman?  You say he went after her because she was the weaker 

of the two.  On the contrary.  She showed herself to be stronger.  She alone at first stood up to the 

serpent.  She ate from the tree, but with resistance and dissent after being deceived by the serpent.  But 

Adam ate the fruit given by the woman, without beginning to make a word of contradiction, therefore 

demonstrating a consummate weakness and a cowardly soul.  The woman may have wrestled with the 

devil and lost.  But Adam will not be able to find an excuse.” 

 

And there's more.  Scripture tells us that once they ate, the eyes of both were opened and they felt shame 

at their nakedness, so they covered themselves with fig leaves and hid.  It's at this part of the story 

where things get almost comical, so as to ease the tension of the drama that's beginning to unfold.  

Because God begins to question them.  God is akin to a mother who sees her young child with chocolate 

chip crumbs all over his face.  The mother says, “Did you get into the cookies that I told you not to eat?”  

She knows, of course that he did.  She asks more questions, not to gain any knowledge that she lacks, 



but in order to draw out of him an honest apology.  The child had damaged their relationship by being  

disobedient.  She is now inviting him to repair their relationship by admitting what he had done.  So, 

too, God invites Adam to confess.  And how does Adam respond to this divine invitation, this call to 

confession?  In effect he answers like this, “Well, God, it was this woman you gave me... did you get 

that... the woman you gave me as a wife who is really to blame.”1  Now, not only is Adam impertinent 

in his response to God, but insulting to Eve.  Imagine the indignation that she must have felt.  So after 

they get thrown out of the garden, and Adam realizes the only person he has left to depend on is Eve, he 

tries to make up by taking her out to dinner, giving her flowers, candy, gifts, etc.  That’s my take on 

how Valentine's Day really got started.    

 

Now all this is tongue in cheek, but seriously though, when it comes to pointing the blame for the mess 

that humanity finds itself in today, it's not just Adam and Eve - we are all to blame in one way or 

another.  The strife, the discord, all the ills and consequences of falling from grace.  But now what do 

we do?  What's the answer?   

 

Well, let’s look at what Jesus himself tells us, “The time has come, and the kingdom of God is here; 

repent and believe the good news.”  You see, the gospel of Jesus Christ is not simply good news, it is 

good news in a bad world.  And it is good news that calls us to act.  Because yes, Adam and Eve's old 

nemesis Satan, is still around, perhaps not in the form of a serpent, but in the form of people and groups. 

ideologies and political entities that cause suffering and injustice for people in so many different ways.  

And when it comes to suffering, injustice, discord, it's really not enough to just turn away from what we 

see around us.  Turning away must be complemented by turning toward, and trying to do something 

about what is wrong with this world.2  We must stop trying to place blame, and instead look at what we 

can do to make a difference, to bring some peace, to spread the good news in our own little part of the 

world.  You know, at the end of his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us, “Everyone who hears these 

words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  But everyone 

who hears these words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house 

on sand.  The rain fell, the floods came, the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great 

was its fall.” 

 

                                                           
1 The Search for a Meaningful Life, C. Kaczor & M Petrusek 
2 Repenting and Believing in the Good News, John Shea 



And that's the lesson for us today. If you are only a hearer of the word and not a doer of the word, there 

are consequences.  As the Apostle James tells us, “Don’t just listen to God’s word.  Be doers of the 

word.  Otherwise, you’re only fooling yourselves.  For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it’s like 

glancing at your face in a mirror.  You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like.  But if 

you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, being not hearers who forget, but doers who 

act, then God will bless you.”  The point of hearing, is not hearing: the point of hearing, is doing.  

 

Let me give you an example of what I’m talking about.  Some years ago I read you a story by Theodore 

Dreiser about a man named Charlie Potter.  Charlie was known around his small fishing village as a 

kind of preacher and the town do-gooder.  Not caring much about money, Charlie was always going 

around helping out the poor and outcast.  Word had it that one cold night he even gave the town drunk 

the boots off his feet and jacket off his back.  The narrator of the story sets out to find Charlie and ask 

him why he does what he does.  I’ll pick up the story from here.   

 

Charlie Potter spoke, “The way I reason is this-a-way.  All that some people have is their feelings and 

nothing else.  Take a tramp, or a homeless person for instance, as I often have.  When you begin to sum 

up and see what he has in this whole world besides his few belongings and dirty clothes, is just his 

feelings.  It's all most people have, rich or poor, though a good many think they have more than that.  So 

first off, I try not to injure anyone's feelings.  To do no harm! Then I try to bring them the salvation that 

the Bible teaches.”  I said, “Yes, I heard you stand on the Bible.  So you preach the Bible to them?”  

“No sir, I don't preach the Bible.  I stand on it.  I try as near as I can to do what it says.  I go wherever I 

can be useful.  If anybody is sick or in trouble I’m ready to go.  I'll be a nurse, I'll work for them, give 

them food.  I give them anything I can.  Because I’ll tell you something.  When you do for people like 

that, you’re teaching them a new way, the way of Jesus Christ, by touching their hearts and reaching 

into their souls.  And so many people need a new way, brother.”   

 

I asked, “But how can you give so much when you haven't got much yourself?”  He said, “Anything I 

make or take in, is for the Lord, not me.  I never keep it.  I've been working now for 25 years or more 

and although I've never had much money, I’ve never wanted for anything.  And I've been able to help 

others along the way.  Time and time again I have.  You see, why would the Lord not provide for me 

when I’m about his work?  He wouldn't forget me, not for a minute.  Why just last week a woman wrote 

me from out of town, wanted me to come and see her.  She was sick and afraid she was going to die.  



She thought if she could get to see me one last time she might feel assured.  I didn’t have any money at 

the time but it didn't make any difference.  I said, ‘Lord, here’s a sick woman and she wants me to 

come, and I’m needing money for the fare.’  So I went down to the train station and while I was 

standing there a man came up to me and said, ‘Brother, I just feel I have to give you this’ and he handed 

me a $10 bill.’  “Did you know the man?” I exclaimed in amazement.  “Never saw him a day in my 

life.”  “You mean to say you’re just standing there expecting the Lord to help you and he did?” I 

exclaimed.  “Well, the Psalms say, ‘When we call to the Lord, he will answer.”  It doesn't do us the 

slightest good praying that unless we're prepared to believe it.  The moment we're ready to do this, the 

moment we seriously enlist on the side of God, you’ll find that there is all the spiritual and earthly 

reinforcement you will ever need readily available from God.”   
 

I looked at Charlie Potter in open-eyed amazement.  “Oh brother,” he said with a gentle voice and a 

light in his eyes, “If you only knew what it is to have such faith.”  “What’s your secret?” I finally asked.  

“How can you, or anyone for that matter, love people like that?”  “It's easy,” he said, “all you gotta do is 

first love God.  For when you really love God, you wanna do what God wants you to do, you wanna 

share God’s love with others.  You see, loving others like that is how we show God our love to him.  

Feeding the lambs and tending the sheep – why them are signs of love that we give to God.  Yes it is.” 

 

There was no more to say as I stood so small in front of this man.  I was humbled as I realized Charlie 

Potter had already found all the answers I was searching for.  You see, he was a doer of the Word.  “By 

the way,” I asked as I left his house, “Whatever became of that drunk you gave your rubber boots and 

your weather gear to so he could get a job on that fishing boat?”  His face lit up as if it was the most 

natural thing that I should know about.  “Say,” he exclaimed, “I saw him not long ago.  And do you 

know, he's a good man now, he really is.  Hard-working and sober.  And would you believe he told me 

that I was the cause of it.  Just a miserable old pair of rubber boots and a worn jacket.  What do you 

think of that?”   

 

Let me go back to our scripture today.  God created a perfect world.  Then Adam and Eve made a 

choice to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  And everything changed – strife replaced 

peace, discord replaced harmony, and man and woman hid from God. These two opposing states are 

known as the Creation and the Fall.  But then came the good news, the Word made flesh, the light to 

shine in the dark.  Now we too have a choice which will change everything.  Will we be just hearers of 

the Word, or will we be doers of the Word?  Amen. 


