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One of the negative consequences of dealing with the Covid pandemic and having to wear face masks 

and communicate via two dimensional mediums like Zoom and Facetime, is that we no longer see the 

fullness of the faces or the depth of the expressions of the people with whom we’re interacting.  And 

that's a real concern because more than half our brains are devoted to seeing and perceiving what is 

happening.  So subsequently, ‘not seeing’ affects our perception of things.  Think about it.  Think about 

all the nonverbal and emotional signals the entire face gives off.  Those signals help us relate to, 

understand, and respond to one another.  So I wonder if some of the antisocial behavior and dysfunction 

we see going on in the world today is a result of hiding behind a mask, or because of misunderstandings 

that may occur when wearing one and then trying to properly communicate.  And of course, on a greater 

scale, the pandemic has caused many of us to isolate, or to minimize or even eliminate gatherings 

altogether.  So, for some, there is no interaction with people at all.  Hopefully, sooner rather than later, 

things can finally get back to normal.  Because what a difference this behavior is from the warmth and 

hospitality that is so prevalent throughout the many stories in the Bible.    
 

That's why I like today's scripture, which is one of the first scenes of hospitality described in the Bible.  

Abraham, the patriarch of the Christian, Jewish, and Islamic religions, is sitting at the entrance of his 

tent on a hot day, when three men come by.  Now other versions of this story call these men angels, or 

divine beings.  As the story progresses, it becomes evident that one of them is God because he is 

addressed as, and referred to as, ‘the Lord.’  Abraham offers them hospitality, by making sure they’re 

comfortable and giving them food to eat.  His actions set a precedence which is further expanded later in 

Scripture.  In his first letter Peter he writes, “Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers a 

multitude of sins, and offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.”  In Romans, Paul tells us, 

“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality.”  In Matthew's Gospel Jesus says, 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink.”  And in Hebrews, the 

author refers back to today’s story in Genesis by saying, “Do not forget to show hospitality to 

strangers, for by so doing, some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it.”  Wow!   
 

So what exactly is hospitality?  Well, hospitality is not simply cookies and coffee and snacks after 

church.  Nor is it simply friendliness or sociability with friends or acquaintances.  Hospitality is, 

fundamentally, a relationship and a unique form of intimacy and understanding with strangers and 



friends and family alike.  This is illustrated in the story by Kahlil Gibran, called The Palace and the Hut. 

It depicts so well the distinction in how we look at the word ‘hospitality.’  Part One.  As night fell and 

the light glittered in the great house, the servants stood at the massive door awaiting the coming of the 

guests.  And upon their velvet garments shone buttons of gold.  The magnificent carriages drew into the 

palace park and the nobles entered, dressed in gorgeous raiment and decorated with fine jewels. 

Instruments filled the air with wonderful melodies while the dignitaries danced to the pleasant music.  

At midnight, the finest and most palatable foods were served on a beautiful table embellished with all 

kinds of the rarest flowers.  The feasters dined and drank abundantly, until the succession of the wine 

began to play its part.  At dawn the throng disbursed boisterously, after spending a long night of 

intoxication and gluttony which hurried their worn bodies into their deep beds with unnatural sleep.  

Part Two.  At evening tide, a man attired in the dress of honest work stood before the door of his small 

house and knocked.  As the door opened, he entered, greeted the occupants in a cheerful manner and 

then sat between his children who were playing at the fireplace.  In a short time, his wife had the meal 

prepared and they all sat together at a wooden table consuming their food.  After eating, they gathered 

around the oil lamp and spoke of the day’s events.  When early night had elapsed, all stood silently and 

surrendered themselves to slumber with a song of praise and a prayer of gratitude upon their lips to God. 
 

Do you see the difference?  In first case, the hospitality shown was shallow and empty.  In the latter, the 

hospitality within that family unit was heartfelt and deep, full of meaning and purpose.  And that is the 

true essence of hospitality.  It is an intimate, honest sharing of oneself that involves both giving and 

receiving.  In its highest, most pure form, it is a sharing of love with others and with God.  And 

strangely enough, it is that kind of hospitality which answers the age-old question we all ask, “For what 

purpose and end was I created?”  Bishop Robert Schnase puts it this way. “We do not become what God 

created us to be by the pursuit of money or power or by having more stuff or by following the fashions 

and trends of the times.  Nor does self-love or self-absorption take us there.  No, happiness and meaning 

come only from our connection to the source of life itself.  A fruitful life comes from the practice of 

hospitality toward God, of opening ourselves to God and making room in our hearts for the 

transformation that God's love makes possible.   We then develop patterns of living that draw us closer 

to God and to one another.  Hospitality toward God opens us to new life.  We flourish as we learn to 

love and be loved, to serve and be served, to demonstrably love others through the offering of ourselves 

to make a difference.  Love changes everything!”1    

                                                           
1 Robert Schnase, “Five Practices of Fruitful Living;  



Love does indeed change everything.  And we extend that love when we practice hospitality.  Like I 

implied earlier, the interconnectedness of hospitality and love is prevalent throughout the Bible, 

especially in the actions and interactions of Jesus Christ himself.  I'll give you an example from Luke's 

Gospel.  “One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, so Jesus went to the Pharisee's house and 

took his place at the table.  A woman in the city, who was a sinner, having learned that Jesus was eating 

at the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar filled with expensive ointment.  She stood behind Jesus, 

at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them with her hair.  Then she 

continued kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment.”  Now this dinner invitation was 

merely a ruse for a trap.  The Pharisee, who we learn later is named Simon, is not seriously interested in 

either Jesus' mission or ministry.  Jesus' reputation was that he was drunkard and glutton and a friend of 

tax collectors and sinners, and so the presumption is that Jesus was invited to be watched and tested, 

rather than be sincerely engaged.  So when Jesus is touched and kissed by this strange woman, this 

sinner and outcast no less, in plain view of all the others at the table, Simon said to himself, “If this man 

were a prophet, he would have known who and what woman this is who is touching him, that she is a 

sinner.”  But Jesus turns the table on Simon because Jesus is apparently enough of a prophet to know 

what Simon is thinking.  You see, God can always read our hearts.  Jesus then tells Simon a parable 

about two debtors who could not repay their debts.  Now one debt in particular was very large, the 

woman's in this case, the other smaller, yet their creditor, God, forgave both debts.  

 

This parable Jesus tells is severe in its meaning for Simon, and maybe even for us. You see, God is 

always generous and forgiving and loving, and dare I say, hospitable, to all of us.  Again and again and 

again.  Yet, so much of the time we mortals are inhospitable back toward God.  But once in a while 

humanity, as represented by the woman, can return and give back to God the hospitality we were 

created to give in the first place.  And that's the case in this story.  Because Jesus explains everything 

when he turns toward the woman and says to Simon, “Do you see this woman?  I entered your house 

and you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her 

hair.  You gave me no kiss, yet from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing me.  You did not 

anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.  I tell you, her debt, her sins, which 

were many, have been forgiven.   She has shown me great love.”  Do you see the interconnectedness 

here: Jesus receiving the love the woman gives to him, and the woman receiving the loving forgiveness 

Jesus gives to her.2   

                                                           
2 Spiritual Wisdom of the Gospels, "Loving Extravagantly," John Shea 



Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians, “If you really want to experience the richness of love, then love back 

when you are loved.”  Love back when you are shown love.  Practice hospitality.  Which takes me back 

where I started today, to our Scripture lesson.  Now you've all heard the term xenophobia, meaning 

prejudice or dislike of strangers and people from other countries or cultures.  The term has been much in 

the news the past few years.  Well, it comes from the Greek root word “xenia.”  The word “xenia,” by 

contrast, is a term for the ancient Greek concept of hospitality, which has many layers to its meaning.  

‘Xenia’ is not just an act of being friendly and welcoming to guest and visitors, it is a code of values 

with deep roots stretching all the way back into antiquity, where strangers were protected, fed, cared for, 

and gifts were exchanged.  And there's another word that’s derived from “xenia,” and it's “theoxenia.” 

Theo, meaning God, and so “theoxenia” means offering that same kind of hospitality to the gods.  

Hmmm!  Sounds like the hospitality that Abraham and Sarah offered the Lord.  And, like St. Paul 

implied, love and hospitality, are indeed reciprocal, especially when it comes to our Lord.  Because after 

Sarah had prepared the meal for those three strangers, one of them, the Lord, gifted her with the promise 

of a son.  Remember how Sarah laughed to herself and said, “After I have grown old, and my husband is 

old, shall I have pleasure and shall I indeed bear a child?”  The Lord's response was, “Is anything too 

wonderful for the Lord?”  And that's really the lesson for all of us today.  Always show love and 

kindness and protection to everyone.  For by so doing, you may be showing hospitality to angels 

without knowing it.  And who knows what gift you may receive from the Lord in return. Amen. 

 


