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Well, tomorrow is Presidents’ Day.  Back when I was a little girl, we used to just celebrate President 

George Washington's birthday.  But when Congress decided to celebrate many of the federal holidays 

on Mondays, the holiday became known as Presidents’ Day.  In effect, celebrating and holding in 

esteem all our presidents.  Now why is this important?  Well, for one thing, holding our leaders in high 

regard is biblical.  St. Paul tells us in Romans, ‘Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. 

For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.”  And 1 

Timothy tells us, “First of all, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be 

made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 

life, godly and dignified in every way.  This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior.”  

Now I'm sure, despite our political differences we can all agree that praying for our leaders and our 

country is a good and worthy thing to do.  In fact, just the other day I saw a bumper sticker which read, 

“Pray for President Biden (Psalm 109:8).”  I thought, ‘how nice,’ that was until I looked up that psalm 

and verse.  It reads, “May his days be few and may another take up his office.”  Now lest you think I'm 

picking on President Biden, let me assure you that same bumper sticker was popular when Mr. Trump 

was president. 

 

But seriously though, praying for our elected officials is important.  Yet somehow we've seemed to have 

reached a point where very little regard or respect is given to our leaders, let alone our prayers.  Perhaps 

we are to blame, by putting too much hope and credibility in their words and promises.  Then we feel let 

down.  Or, have our leaders brought it upon themselves, through their partisan politics, rather than 

looking out for the common good of all?  You know, I think government has made running this country 

much more complicated than it should be.  I like what C.S. Lewis says on the subject. “The State exists 

simply to promote and to protect the ordinary happiness of human beings in this life. A husband and 

wife chatting over a fire, a couple of friends having a game of darts in a pub, a man reading a book in 

his own room or digging his own garden--that is what the State is there for.  And unless they are helping 

to increase and prolong and protect such moments, all the laws, parliaments, armies, courts, police, 

economics, etc., are simply a waste of time.”  A waste of time.  Think about that.  Because it does all 

boil down to that ‘happiness’ remark Lewis speaks about, and I might add, is also one of the major 

beliefs stated in our Declaration of Independence that George Washington, before he became president, 



felt was important enough to fight for and to make happen.  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  So let's spend the next few minutes 

talking about our leaders and this concept of happiness.   

 

First leadership.  As I just stated a minute ago, I think we put too much hope in our leaders.  Because 

we, and they as well, put them on too high a pedestal.  And then we all act surprised when they fail us.  

But should we?  After all, they are only human.  That's why our Bible is so relevant in this regard.  For 

consider all the heroes and prominent people we read about in the Bible.  Last week we spoke about 

Adam and Eve.  They were in the prime position to make this life a paradise.  Instead, they let down all 

of humanity.  Take Abraham, the great patriarch.  Christians, Jews and Muslims all claim him as the 

father of their religions.  The Bible says he was God's “personal friend.”  And what does he do?  He 

offers his wife as a sexual gift to a foreign king.  Consider King David.  He has an adulterous affair with 

Bathsheba, Uriah's wife, and then decides to have Uriah killed by putting him on the front line of battle.  

Or, how about King Solomon, the wisest man on earth.  He built the Temple, yes, but he lusted after 

hundreds of women, worshiped other gods, spent to excess, and loved to live the abundant lifestyle, thus 

disappointing the Lord.  And look at Peter.  He denied Christ to save his own skin.  There are many 

more, but I think I've made my point.  And, as pastor Paul Prather says, “Were all these leaders simply 

incompetent bums?  No!  Certainly they had their regrettable days, as we all do.  But mainly these 

people also were sincere servants of God, men and woman who prayed to do good but suffered 

wretchedly when they fell short.  They couldn't help failing sooner or later, they were human.”  And so 

are our presidents and leaders.  Prather goes on to say, “It's interesting, we moderns can tolerate sinful 

leaders when they are confined to the dusty pages of the Bible.  But in the here and now, we have 

trouble dealing with them.  The fact is, sooner or later our leaders are going to disappoint us, perhaps 

dreadfully so.  But you see, wherever God is at work, he employs flawed people to fulfill his purposes.  

Because these are the only kind available.”1   
 

Now let's talk about happiness and today’s scripture of the Beatitudes.  We all want happiness as we 

heard earlier.  However, it appears that our concept of happiness has become very skewed.  We have a 

tendency to think – blessed are those who earn six figures and don’t have to worry about the bills and 

can buy anything they want.  Blessed are those who are famous – who look beautiful and are admired.  

Blessed are those who don't have to worry about anything – family pressures, job issues, physical 
                                                           
1 Back Porch Faith, Paul Prather, pg. 119 



illness.  And with this kind of thinking, it's easy for us to believe that our happiness is dependent on our 

circumstances, on what’s happening to and around us.  So we keep searching.  Think of all the happy 

meals, happy hours, and happy pills that are pursued.  Then, consider why eighty thousand young 

people have died of overdoses in just the past two years, and why alcoholism is such a problem.  You 

see, this type of happiness will always be elusive.   
 

But with the Beatitudes, Jesus shows us what real happiness is.  This past summer we went through the 

Beatitudes, and if you recall, the word, “blessed,” that begins each one, comes from a Greek word 

meaning happy, well-off, full of joy.  One biblical expert commented that saying “blessed” is like 

saying, “O the bliss!  O the happiness!”  And the happiness the beatitudes show us is a happiness that 

has nothing to do with our external situations or our circumstances.  The beatitudes are a recipe for 

happiness because they are really about our attitudes.  What’s inside us.  What we’re made of so to 

speak.  If we would only “be” the “attitude” Jesus describes, then we could find true happiness…within.  

Where no person and no thing and no pill can come in and destroy it or ruin it or take it away. 
 

See, that’s the key to remember – these are not “do” attitudes, they are “be” attitudes.  They are meant 

to re-arrange our value systems and thinking because Jesus’ beatitudes reverse everything the rest of 

society typically tells us  about the pursuit of happiness.  You know, somebody once describe the 

Christian life as the “exchanged life.”  In other words, by following Jesus Christ as your Lord, you 

exchange your life for his life, your dreams for the future for his dreams for the future, and your 

definition of happiness for his definition of happiness.2  And that’s where the beatitudes come in.  As 

Billy Graham noted, “The character which we find in the Beatitudes is, beyond all question, nothing less 

than our Lord’s own character, put into words.”  And what is that character?  Well, let’s listen to his 

words again, this time slowly and carefully:  Blessed are the poor in spirit – those who are humble… 

blessed are the meek – the caring, the gentle, the compassionate… blessed are the merciful… blessed 

are the pure in heart… blessed are the peacemakers.  And you know what – Jesus doesn’t sugar-coat 

life.  Because he also says, “Blessed are those who mourn.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

rightness.  Blessed are those who are persecuted.”  Jesus himself experienced all these difficult 

circumstances first-hand.  And yet, he translated all this to happiness, by promising: for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven... for they will inherit the earth... for they will be shown mercy... for they will see 

God... for they will be called children of God... for they will be comforted… for they will be filled… for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  And the “they” and the “theirs” Jesus is talking about, is you and me.  

                                                           
2 The Pursuit of Happiness, Ronald Jones 



You see, we Christians have a different concept of happiness than the world.  Our happiness does not 

come from what’s around us, it comes from what is within us.  A.W. Tozer said it this way, “A true 

Christian is an odd individual.  He feels supreme love for One whom he has never seen, talks in a 

familiar way to Someone he cannot see, expects to go to heaven on the virtue of Another, empties 

himself in order to be full, admits when he is wrong so he can be declared right, is strongest when he is 

weakest, richest when he is poorest and happiest when he feels the worst.  He dies so he can live, 

forsakes in order to have, gives away so he can keep, sees the invisible, hears the inaudible, and knows 

an understanding which surpasses knowledge.”  That my friends, is true happiness!  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


