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“The Wesleyan”
WORSHIP
Taking it outside – “Would you like to take that
outside” has had a connotation of people behaving
badly but this Pandemic has taught us how to take
the good things outside so we can bring joy and show
our love for God in a very real way. Here are a few of
the ways we “took it outside” this Advent season:

An Advent wreath was constructed and lighted in
the front yard of the church to lift the spirits of
people passing by.

Photo by Marilyn Mugno

Traveling carolers sang to (and with)
parishioners outside their homes.

On Christmas Eve a live nativity was part of the
4pm service in front of the church inviting people
to come and worship with us.
Thank you Tomra Roark for the great pictures.
To see more, check out our Facebook Page.

The bell choir as well as the chancel choir performed Christmas music for the 4pm outdoor Chritmas
Eve service. Pastor Rebecca read from the Scriptures and lead us in prayer as the sun set.
Luminaries were made and placed along the sidewalk on Gifford St. The chancel choir led those
gathered in singing Silent Night and bells were distributed to be rung to make a “Joyful Noise.”
Thank you to everyone who made our Christmas season so special, especially Diane Huban, and the
Worship Ministry Team! And to Linda, Mirela and Hannah for all their work and creativity, and the A/V
team of John Mincieli & Matt O’Connor for our livestream services.
If you missed our 7:00 livestream Christmas Eve service, you can see it on our website, Facebook, or
You Tube. And stay tuned for the JWUMC video Christmas card at the conclusion of the service, after
the postlude.
Over fifty ornaments were made or brought from home
to create this lovely JWUMC family Christmas tree.
This is such a beautiful testament to the meaning of
the church in our lives and a creative way for us to be
together while we are “apart”. (Photo by Bill Brydon)

Happy
New Year!

Youth Group:
Our Youth Groups have been going great for the past few months! Both
groups are now meeting inside from 4:00-5:00. Middle school (5th-8th
grade) meets on Thursday afternoons and High school (9th-12th grade)
meets on Sunday afternoons. Each meeting we get the chance to grow
closer to each other and to God and learn more about the Bible! The past
month, we followed the Youth Incarnation Curriculum where we learned
more about the Christmas Story and about the different names of Jesus.
We are getting ready to start a new curriculum full of new lessons and
activities! Anyone is welcome to join at any point!

WoW Bible Club:
WoW Bible Club has had great meetings for the past few months, and now
has a new meeting day and time! We meet on Sunday mornings from
11:00-11:30 am. Our families have enjoyed getting to come to the church to
learn more about God as a family. We are getting ready to start a new
curriculum that will teach us how to be like Jesus.

Upcoming: Family Movie Night
On Saturday, January 9th, we will be having a Family Movie Night!
This night full of fun will begin at 5:00 with a pizza dinner.
Around 5:30, we will start the movie! Click here to RSVP by
January 6th and to vote on which movie we watch! We will also
enjoy popcorn and hot chocolate. Masks and social distancing are
required, and pajamas, pillows, and blankets are encouraged!

Upcoming: MLK Day of Service
On January 18th our youth groups will be participating in the Martin
Luther King Jr. Day of Service. This year, due to COVID-19, we will
be working on various projects around the church, eliminating the
need for travel. The Service Day will begin at 9:30 am and will last
until 12:30 pm. We hope that you can join us!

Recap: Youth Christmas Parties

On December 18th, our Middle School Youth Group had their Christmas Party! We enjoyed some delicious
pizza and played lots of fun games! One of our favorite activities was trivia, which several of our students
were passionate about. We ended the night with a gift exchange, where our middle schoolers learned all
about how important it is to give during the Christmas season.
On December 20th, our High School Youth Group had their Christmas Party! We also enjoyed pizza and
cookies and played many fun games. We also had a gift exchange that was full of smiles and laughs!

A ‘GRAND’ ANNOUNCEMENT
A new piano for the sanctuary. One of our parishioners has generously donated a new 7’ concert
grand Steinway & Sons model B piano for the sanctuary. On December 2nd Linda Brouder, our
director of music ministries, and Mirela Chisbora, our pianist/organist, travelled to the M. Steinert and
Sons showroom in Boston to play and select our instrument. They spent over an hour playing pianos
to find just the right fit for our sanctuary. It has a wonderfully deep lush resonance and full sound.
Delivery of the new piano will be in mid-January.
Steinway pianos have been hand made in New York City since 1880. They are featured in nearly all
concert halls throughout the world and the instrument of choice for 95% of concert pianists when
performing with an orchestra.
Music is such an integral part of our worship, and this extremely kind and generous gift will provide
spiritual inspiration to generations of John Wesleyans. The 6’ Weber piano currently in the sanctuary
will be moved to Linda’s office for private coaching and teaching opportunities.

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Monday Night Bible Study: Starting Jan. 4th, the Monday Night Bible Study will resume with our
Lectionary Study. People are welcome to join any time to get the week's Zoom and Lectionary links,
email Jenn Linton at jennifer.v.linton@gmail.com. Call 508-548-2792 with questions.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
2020 STAFF APPRECIATION CAMPAIGN: "On behalf of the John Wesley's Staff Parish Relations
Ministry Team we would like to thank the entire John Wesley UMC congregation for their generosity
in honoring the John Wesley staff for their hard work and dedication during 2020. We received a
tremendous response to our appeal. Our staff was thrilled and very appreciative of your donations."
Open Sanctuary: Remember…. the sanctuary is open from noon – 6:00pm on Mondays and
9:00am – 1:00pm on Thursdays. Please feel free to stop by, relax, reflect, pray or just be with God in
his house.
Altar Flowers Sign Up: If you are interested in donating an arrangement in honor or in memory of
someone, please call Donna Fish at 508-524-2250, or email donnafish47@comcast.net or sign up on
the flower chart at the church in the narthex. It is uplifting to see the flowers displayed each Sunday, a
sign that some things did not change during this pandemic. The cost is $50. After the service, the
flowers are taken to someone from the John Wesley family or you are welcome to pick them up.
God Bless, Donna
Pledge Envelopes are ready to be picked up at the church. They are on a table in the coat closet. If
you are unable to pick them up, please call Ruth in the office so we can mail them to you.
Confidential Prayer Chain: Please send all confidential prayer requests to Karen Camp at
kcampkcc@hotmail.com or call at 508-737-1636. If you would like to add someone to the Church
prayer list, please contact Ruth at 508-548-3050 or jwumcfalmouth@comcast.net.
Prayer Group: During this pandemic, we have been praying for our church and one another
individually. We meet every Wednesday at 11:00 am in the Fitzgerald Room and via Zoom. If you are
interested in praying via zoom, please contact Pastor Rebecca who will send you the link.
Livestream: Watch Sunday Services live at 9:30 am on Sunday or at any time on Facebook,
YouTube or our Website. Gather the family, and watch together. Our worship services can also be
seen on FCTV (13) at the following times: Mondays at 3 pm, Wednesdays at 6 pm, Sundays at 10 am
(previous week’s service).

Thank you to everyone who reached out to me with cards, and calls when my husband John passed
away. I really appreciate the support of my John Wesley family.
Carolyn Hulten

I want to thank the John Wesley family for their generous donations to the staff appreciation fund. I
know of your generosity just from seeing all the work people do for the church and to support the
ministries and missions. The gift was heartwarming and spoke volumes about the wonderful people
who make up the John Wesley family. Thank you for letting me be a part of this church family.
Ruth Moulton

2020 FINAL FAIR UPDATE

We did it!

Praise the Lord!!

It’s truly unbelievable!

I’m so very thankful to announce that the 2020 Fair brought in a gross amount of $16,639.00…, is
that not amazing?
Congratulations to all of YOU for a job extremely well done!
Keep in mind…We did this during a pandemic.
We pre-sold, Fair day was one day, only 5.5 hours of selling and we had post-sales. We did not have
Silent Auction, no Dinner, no luncheon, no posters around town, very little advertising. Despite of all
this, we were still able to achieve what we did. A testimonial of what happens when we work together
with a “Can Do” spirit! A true Blessing!
Thank you to the home crafters, the elves, the wreath makers, the bakers, the woodworkers, the
painters, the sorting and organizing crew, the set-up crew, the breakdown crew, the credit card
processors, the money counters, advertising, the Fair volunteers, the greeters…, these are the
workers that make up the village to perform this magic. Every person is so important!
This is not possible without your continued support.
Thank you to all the station chairs, this happens because of your commitment to John Wesley.
How did we even get to $16,639.00? Here’s how….
Attic Treasures
Baked Table
Books/DVD/Puzzles/Toys
Boutique Gifts
Boutique Clothing
Chocolates
Crafts

$ 625
$1,295
$ 639
$ 829
$1,947
$ 745
$1,435

Greens
Hardware
Holiday
Jams & More
Jewelry
Linens
Wooden Treasures

$1,365
$ 402
$ 646
$2,879
$1,880
$ 216
$1,736

This money helps balance the church budget which contributes to the church’s various ministries and
programs.
THANK YOU for the smiles and enthusiasm you brought. It gives us the opportunity to show the
community we are a united and caring church. And believe me the community felt it, and needed this
more than we can appreciate.
The Fair gave our church members a purpose during this pandemic, which was so very important to
many of us. Who doesn’t need a purpose in life?
The community experienced the love we have for the Lord. Besides the fundraising efforts, what a
wonderful way to spread our love of the Lord.

IMPORTANT…….2021

Fair Info

Yes, the work behind the scenes starts up now. I’m thinking positive!
PLEASE mark your calendars.
Blessings, Aline Ward,

The Fair is scheduled for November 12-13th

Fair Chair

Contact Info.

508-444-6038 or aw7050@comcast.net

FUNDRAISING

FUNDRAISING -2020
What a year for Fundraising…all sorts of challenges but we did it! Thanks to Tom Hoke who read and
followed the state guidelines, had the vision and had our “Can Do” attitude. Tom laid out grids and
signage for the set up to make sure the sales were safe as well as successful. While so many other
Churches cancelled events, Tom found a way for us to be present for the community. I’m so
incredibly grateful and I know the rest of the congregation is as well.
In 2019 we raised $41,204
In 2020 we raised $30,092
This included…
The Plant Sale
$ 7,186
(3) Yard Sales
$ 6,437
Fair
$16,568
God has created each of us for ministry. We were created to do good works.
In the Bible there is no reference to a volunteer but rather as a servant. Can we count on you to be a
servant for next year’s fundraising efforts?
Blessings,
Aline Ward
Fundraising Chair
508-444-6038
aw7050@comcast.net

FUNDRAISING 2021-----Can you help?
Looking for birch branches. Do you like to take nature walks?
Come across a fallen branch, could you pick it up for us?
Looking for all sizes of driftwood. Do you like to walk the beach? If you come across some
driftwood, would you pick it up for us?
Do you have mason jars on a shelf or in a closet you no longer need, could we have them?
Do you have Christmas decorations you are no longer using? We sold a lot of Christmas
decorations this year. Now is the time to purge.
Looking for EXTRA JUMBO pinecones.
We are also looking for puzzles, newer books, any holiday (Easter, Thanksgiving, Halloween,
Valentine’s Day, etc.) decorations
Do you have a creative idea or a new avenue for fundraising?
I’d certainly love to discuss them with you.
If you have any questions regarding donations or ideas, please call Aline Ward at 508-444-6038 or
aw7050@comcast.net

OUTREACH/MISSIONS
Update from Allison D. from New York City
Hello John Wesley UMC! I am so delighted to be able to share with you all that has happened since moving to NYC the
end of July! First, thank you so much for such a warm and generous farewell; it meant the world to me to have your
support then and it means the world to me today knowing you support me now.
A lot has happened over the past five months, but I’ll do my best to summarize key events:
• Settled into the Bronx quickly and comfortably
• Came to love and respect my Ministry Team and Home Church community almost overnight
• Completed the month-long orientation and intensive training back in August
• Started ministry almost immediately – meeting neighbors and initiating spiritual conversations with them (in the
park, visiting businesses, playing with kids, etc.)
• We were welcomed into homes very quickly and have hosted many gatherings at our home
• Continued ministry trainings, Bible classes, reading assignments, homework weekly
• Just completed two Bible Class requirements (New Testament Survey and Hermeneutics)
• Have built really solid friendships with people of different faiths and are actively learning about the two
Overall, God is doing some amazing things through our team here in the Bronx. I have seen how He has responded to
prayer, moved miraculously in people’s hearts and so much more. The stories are endless and would need pages to
share all that God has done and is doing. Thank you for partnering with me and God in this meaningful ministry. Getting
the opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus with people for the very first time is humbling and an incredible honor.
I cannot wait to see how God continues to move the remaining five months.
Thank you again!
Allison
*For security and safety reasons, please do not post any of this confidential information anywhere, including my or your
social media accounts. Thank you. *

Reading part of the New Testament with a
family from Pakistan in our home

Biryani, the most popular and favorite dish of
Bengali people (and the spiciest)

This area is considered “Little Bangladesh”
and a place where we have met many neighbors

Enjoyed a long evening of food and fellowship
with a Bengali Family early on

After House Church in the park one Sunday we
invited our friends to join us for a picnic

Oval Park, a common place for us to meet
women especially while dealing with COVID
restrictions

JANUARY BIRTHDAY BESSINGS
God’s blessings to our family members celebrating birthdays this summer. January Birthdays:
1 – Loretta Croft & Rebecca Mincieli, 4 – Eileen Burt, 14 – Larry Briggs, 20 – Marilyn Mungo,
22 – Jan Brooks, 31 – Louise Clark
Let us celebrate life among our church family. It's a great thing to have a birthday, a gift from God.
Please give your birthday information by recording it on the calendar on the Fellowship bulletin board.
Enjoy Today

Sunrise after a snowstorm Photo by Sandy Stosz

A new year is awakening
Like the dawning of a new day;
Let’s leave all troubles in the past
As we glorify God and pray.
Enjoy today while you are here
For yesterday has passed.
We know not what tomorrow brings;
This day may be our last.
Give thanks to God for everything;
For He knows what is best.
For food, shelter and endless love
He gives; we are so blessed!
We all have trials in life to bear,
But God is always there
To help us conquer every fear.
He knows and He does care.
Above the clouds there is sunshine;
Though some days seem like night.
With faith and hope and prayers to God,
Our lives will seem more bright.
Joy Stosz
December 19, 2020
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